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PREFACE: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Saint Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church is a church complex in the center of Alamosa,
sited one block north of Alamosa’s downtown. The complex replaced the very first Episcopal
Church in the San Luis Valley, built on the same site in 1882. The current complex is designed
in tan stucco, in the Spanish Mission Revival style, and was completed in phases by 1930. The
building complex consists of the 1925 Parish Hall, designed by W.E. and A.A. Fisher, a stucco-
walled courtyard, and a 1930 Sanctuary addition.

Historical Front Entrance of 1926 Parish Hall at right.
1930 Sanctuary at left in background Photo c. 1932

The church has been in continuous use since its construction, and has undergone significant
exterior and interior alterations. Some of these have been in result of deterioration of the
existing materials, and some have taken place due to two arson fires in the mid-1980s. The
exterior clay roofing tiles were replaced by asphalt shingles in the latter half of the twentieth
century, and some arched windows have been replaced by single fixed sash. In the interior, drop
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acoustical ceilings have been installed, and many furnishings destroyed by fire have been
replaced.

¥/
’

Photograph of Parish Hall, showing original clay tiles.
Original 1882 Sanctuary (demolished in 1930) at right. Photo c. 1926

In 2002, Ms. Tawney Becker of the Alamosa Uptown & River Association applied for national
historic designation of the complex. On April 22 2003, the Saint Thomas the Apostle Episcopal
Church complex was listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Funding support for this Historic Structure Assessment report is gratefully acknowledged from
the Colorado Historical Society State Historical Fund. The grant from the C.H.S. funds the
assessment of the structure and the development of stabilization and preservation priorities and
budgets.

Mark M. Jones, Associates, Architects LLC was retained by the Alamosa Uptown & River
Association to prepare the Historic Structure Assessment which is documented in this report.

Exhaustive research efforts were made by AURA, assisted by the church’s parishioners, to locate
documentation and photographs of the building in local newspaper archives, articles from the
Colorado Episcopalian periodical, annual convention journals from the Diocese of Colorado,
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and records from the church itself. The original architectural drawings for the 1925 Parish Hall
by the Fisher brothers have been obtained. The architect for the 1930 Sanctuary addition
remains unknown, and efforts to obtain plans of this addition have been unsuccessful.

On-site investigation revealed that the Parish Hall was built very faithfully to the Fisher brothers’
plans. The building retains the majority of its historic fabric, albeit some of this is covered by
later construction. Also noticeable is the absence of the original clay tile roofing, removed
sometime during the latter half of the twentieth century. Most original windows, doors,
hardware, and trim remain in place. Some alterations have taken place, including the enclosure
of the Parish Hall stage, and the construction of the awkward linkage between the hall and the
Sanctuary.

The building has not been regularly maintained, and as a result has not weathered the decades
since its construction well. Some deterioration has begun to occur on the building exterior of
both the Sanctuary and Parish Hall. Also, the Sanctuary structural system contains several
significant flaws that must be dealt with in the immediate future. These issues are dealt with in
greater depth in the structural condition assessment to follow in this report.

The significance of the structure to the Episcopal community of the San Luis Valley, and its
architectural significance are of high stature. This, along with the amount of the structure
remaining reasonably intact over the years, makes the church an excellent candidate for
stabilization and preservation.

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 RESEARCH BACKGROUND/PARTICIPANTS

This Historic Structure Assessment follows the current format of the State Historical Fund and is
based on The Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for the Treatment of Historic Properties.
The work is developed using several sources: historic archival information, including newspaper
clippings, early photographs, and photographic copies of the original architect’s plans.

Consultants involved in the report:

Consulting professional services in preparation of this Historic Structure Assessment have been
provided by Mark M. Jones Associates, Architects, LLC, of Del Norte, Colorado. The project
team includes Mark M. Jones, AlA, a Colorado Registered Architect with more than 30 years of
professional experience. Jones is widely published, and has worked on restoration projects on
many important buildings throughout the southwest. Collaborating on the project is Christopher
Lobas, an architectural designer with nearly a decade of experience, and involvement in historic
preservation projects in Colorado, California, and Ohio. The Jones firm has prepared numerous
Historic Structure Assessments for the SHF, and has served as architect for several successful
restoration projects supported by the SHF, including the winner of the 2001 Stephen H. Hart
Award from the CHS. The firm also serves as architect for the Southern Colorado region for the
Colorado Community Revitalization Association Main Street program, providing architectural
guidance for facade restoration/renovation in a number of cities.
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Mark Burggraaf, P.E., of Burggraaf Associates of Pagosa Springs, is a Colorado Registered
Mechanical and Electrical Engineer with extensive experience in historic buildings. He has
provided field evaluation and recommendations on mechanical and electrical systems of Saint
Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church.

Martin Reynolds, P.E. of Reynolds Engineering Company, located in Alamosa, is a Colorado
Registered Civil Engineer and Land Surveyor. He also has extensive experience working on
historic properties. He has advised on foundation and structural issues for the Saint Thomas the
Apostle Episcopal Church.

Funding partners
The assessment has been funded through a grant from the Colorado Historical Society State
Historical Fund, under Purchase Order #2003-HA-052, which is gratefully acknowledged.

1.2 BUILDING LOCATION/SITE PLAN/VICINITY MAP

Physical Location:

Basltwiood Or CLP@

= sy B @ ik

L3 | T o

= o = 1st/5 BT

& e F = M
x m 2nd St g o

= @ o A

H ard St § | o @

i T Conaos Ava—

B3 Qﬁla mosa Ath St

S UOsIPg

Sth 5t T
_‘+ I I I g } 4 L L L L
S+ = Pk
r e
[ o a
ath St 2
‘?J‘ Ie h & f 2
4k 1 1 =
Map courtesy www. Mapguest.com.
FOR ALAMOSA UPTOWN AND RIVER ASSOCIATION MARK M. JONES ASSOCIATES, ARCHITECTS, LLC

7



HISTORIC STRUCTURE ASSESSMENT SHF #2003-HA-052  SAINT THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, ALAMOSA, COLORADO

Legal Description:

The property includes the parcel of land historically associated with St. Thomas Episcopal
Church.

The west 8.9 feet of the south half of Lot 19, the south half of Lot 20, and all of Lots 21 and 22,
Block 28, Original Townsite of Alamosa. The remainder of the south half of Lot 19, and the
south half of lots 17 and 18 also belong to St. Thomas Church. These are occupied by a food
bank, in a building originally established as a fuel filling station in 1930. The food bank building
and its parcel are not within the scope this Historic Structure Assessment report.

Sanborn maps from 1919, 1929, and 1946 are shown below.
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October 1919 Sanborn Map. At this point the Saint Thomas the Apostle Episcopal
Church complex consists of the original 1882 Sanctuary and a brick rectory.
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November 1929 Sanborn Map. This map shows that the early brick rectory has been
demolished, the 1882 Sanctuary still remains, and the 1925 Parish Hall has

been constructed.
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SANC-
TUARY
1930

March 1946 Sanborn Map. This map shows the Saint Thomas the Apostle Episcopal
Church complex in its modern configuration. The complex includes the 1925 Parish Hall
and the 1930 Sanctuary. The (approximately) 1930 gas station (which now serves as the
church community food bank) is also shown.
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2.0 HISTORY AND USE

2.1 ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE AND CONSTRUCTION HISTORY

Architectural Significance:

Some of the material for this study was gleaned from nomination forms for the National Register
of Historic Places for the United States Department of the Interior. The nomination building
analysis took place in 2002. The building is an outstanding example of the Mission Revival style
popular in the American southwest in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. The Saint
Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church was a trendsetter in this style in the San Luis Valley, as
other buildings built in this manner followed shortly thereafter.

The building complex consists of two forms, a 1925 Parish Hall and a 1930 Sanctuary addition,
with an entry vestibule connecting them. Both are gabled forms facing Fourth Street, with the
Parish Hall flush with the sidewalk and the Sanctuary somewhat set back. A low perimeter
garden wall runs from the Parish Hall westward along the sidewalk with a gated flat-arched
entryway in front of the Sanctuary. This wall is an exception to the style of the larger masses,
replete with its soft corners and buttressed arch, it is a more appropriate feature for a New
Mexico Pueblo style structure. However, most design elements, materials, and workmanship of
the building complex are more consistent to the Mission Revival style. The wall surfaces and
chimneys are of asperous, tan stucco. The parapet on the Parish Hall is capped in dark sienna
brown terra cotta, and contains alternating rectangular and convex and concave rounded edges.
A similar parapet is on the Sanctuary, composed of stucco.

St. Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church complex, view from 4™ Street looking north.
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Parish Hall Main Entrance

The Parish Hall has a front gable end crowned with a delicately rounded parapet, containing
alternating rectilinear corners and concave and convex curves. Nearby buildings also on Fourth
Street are related to the church by style, and possess similar parapet detailing. The Sacred Heart
Catholic Church of 1922-28 and the Alamosa County Courthouse of 1936 were both built in the
Mission Revival Style, and are both designated on the National Register of Historic Places. The
Sacred Heart church was the antecedent of St. Thomas, but the two may have truly begun a
stylistic trend on Fourth Street. The Alamosa Post Office building is also pertinent, with a
frontispiece displaying an eclectic mix of classical, art-deco, and mission style elements. Even
the former Ford dealership across State Street shares parapet detailing cues.

FOR ALAMOSA UPTOWN AND RIVER ASSOCIATION MARK M. JONES ASSOCIATES, ARCHITECTS, LLC
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Former Ford Dealership across State Street from Saint Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church.
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Eclectic frontispiece and parapet detailing at former Alamosa Post Office.

On the gable end surface, the Saint Thomas Parish Hall displays a recessed entryway framed
with ceramic tiles, crowned with a Latin cross. Iron lamps flank the tile surround. However,
these are not the original lamps. The entryway features wrought iron insert brackets, creating an
arched effect, and double-leaf eight-paneled wooden entry doors. Windows on the hall are
primarily operable wood-framed double-hung with multi-light glazing and round-arched tops.
The rear elevation contains a gable end with its stepped gable capped with stuccoed brick. The
roof, now of asphalt shingles, was originally made of fired ceramic roofing tiles.

Left: Wrought iron insert brackets at
Main Parish Hall entry.
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Sanctuary Main Entrance

The Sanctuary contains a similar parapet, but with a flattened, less sophisticated curve, rather
than the Parish Hall’s rounded one. Atop the Sanctuary parapet is a wooden Celtic cross. The
entry to the Sanctuary is accessed through a wrought iron gate beneath the arch of the garden
wall. A slightly ramped concrete walk with iron handrails leads from this gate to the narthex
entry. The entry consists of two red eight-paneled doors with wooden post and lintel surrounds.
Above the doors, and at each side, are black iron lanterns. Originally, these lanterns flanked the
entry of the 1926 Parish Hall. Above the body of the narthex is found a rounded-arched louver
vent. Gothic lancet stained glass windows with diamond lights, seven in all, were removed from
the original 1882 church and placed on the east and west elevations of the Sanctuary.

The interior of the Parish Hall contains two fireplaces, one on the west wall and one at the north
wall at the stage. Inside the Parish Hall are also to be found a library/ office, several classrooms
and multi-purpose rooms with blackboards, restrooms, and the office of the vicar. A serving
window connects the main hall with a kitchen at the northwest corner of the building. The
building was originally heated with coal, as is indicated by a coal chute in the mechanical room.
A crawl space lies beneath the hall. A narrow, awkwardly placed corridor connects the kitchen
with the Sanctuary.
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The interior of the Sanctuary contains noteworthy finishes and fixtures. Among these are dark
wood trim and railing, a main cross beam with a wooden crucifix. Non-original iron wall
sconces and hanging light fixtures illuminate the Sanctuary. In the celebrant’s area are a
refurbished altar and bishop’s chair.

Construction History:

The first Episcopal services in the valley were held by Bishop John F. Spalding, bishop of
Colorado. He visited the Alamosa area and gave services as early as 1874, and organized a
mission at the request of early residents. A rectory, a residence for the church’s pastor, was built
in 1881 at a cost of $548.11. The same year, a Christmas Day Service was held in the Occidental
Building at Main and State streets. That building was a two-story framed structure moved from
Fort Garland (or old Garland City) and occupied the land where today’s Alamosa National Bank
Building is sited. A school house at Third and State housed Sunday School classes for the
church around this time. Reverend Melville Honeyman arrived in Alamosa from Denver, and
was ordained to the deaconate on the feast of Saint Thomas’ Day, December 21, 1881. For this
reason, the first church, established as a mission, was dedicated to Saint Thomas the Apostle.

h St. and State Ave., 1882-1930

e

Church Building, NW corner of Fourt
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Original (1882) Sanctuary Interior, 1920s Photograph

The land for the church was donated by the Alamosa town council on Oct. 16, 1882, and
consisted of the south half of lots 17, 18, and 19 of Block 28, given with the condition that a
church be built within 18 months (see Sanborn Map, page 8 of this report). According to an
Alamosa Journal newspaper article, Fourth Street, which borders the property to the south, was a
natural slough draining waters from spring floods of the Rio Grande through the town. The land
was certainly filled and raised to the same level as the downtown area shortly before construction
began on the first church building. The first church building was built in 1882-83 at the
intersection of Fourth Street and State Avenue, with its frontage on State. That church was frame
built with clapboard siding, with a small adobe brick vestibule. The original church was
constructed at a cost of $976.24, including the building, pews, and the organ. The cornerstone
was laid in November of 1883 by Rev. Mr. Honeyman. Reverend Honeyman was responsible
for the first baptism at the church and for some of the first confirmation classes. (Incidentally,
Rev. Honeyman did proselytize elsewhere in the San Luis Valley; in 1885 he built a log church
at La Jara, dedicated to All Saints). Bishop Spalding acquired the south half of lot 20 shortly
thereafter, and lots 21 and 22 were acquired while Rev. Honeyman’s successor Reverend Amos
Bannister was pastor (See Sanborn map, page 8 of this report). A new rectory was built to the
west of the church prior to 1919, and the original rectory became the Guild Hall. Thirteen
rectors served the parish in all at the original Saint Thomas Church.

A 1923 Journal of the Annual Council of the Diocese of Colorado (hereafter Council Journal)
made mention of approval of plans for small church buildings at moderate cost (between four
and eight thousand dollars) prepared under the auspices of the Church Art Commission by
Denver and Colorado Springs architects (including A.A. Fisher). At this time Saint Thomas had
ninety communicants and was seriously considering new construction.
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In 1923, William Ellsworth Fisher and Arthur Addison Fisher, Architects, of Denver were
retained by the Episcopal Diocese to draw up plans for a new Parish Hall for the site. The Fisher
brothers at this time were accustomed to designing Denver mansions and hospitals. However,
Arthur Addison, the younger brother, had become interested enough in church architecture to
write a book in 1923 entitled “Little Churches.” This text brought to the forefront the needs of
small communities to have aesthetically pleasing and functionally suitable church, fellowship
hall, and rectory structures. The book was sold throughout the United States, and offered six
standard plans for congregations to choose from, and modify with the assistance of their
architects. Council Journal records state that Fisher & Fisher executed a fine scale model of a
small church, which was displayed at an Ecclesiastical Art Exhibition at the Denver Art Museum
in February of 1923. This particular model may have been of a standard church plan, perhaps
the English Medieval Gothic edifice from Arthur Addison’s book.

The Fisher drawings show the new Parish Hall immediately west of the 1882 church, and
incorporating the c. 1919 brick rectory (per 1919 Sanborn Maps). On these drawings, the rectory
and the Parish Hall share a party wall, and the roof ridge of the rectory is resolved in the ridge of
the Parish Hall.  The rectory was removed in its entirety prior to the construction of the Parish
Hall in 1925. The rectory does not appear on the 1929 Sanborn maps. Our research did not
indicate a reason why this rectory was torn down. Presumably, this building was built of brick
and was of quite solid construction. The rectory, with its hipped roof and flared eaves was
certainly not in keeping with the style of the new Parish Hall. Since the rectory was demolished,
ministers of the church have resided in off-site housing.

In a Council Journal dated Feb. 10-12, 1925 (the report on 1924) it is noted that Saint Thomas
pastor Rev. J. A. McNulty was ardently working towards raising a proper building fund. He
made a personal appeal to the Diocese for financial assistance for the erection of new and
renovation of old buildings at Alamosa. The estimate of funds needed for removing old church,
renovation of rectory, and erection of new church by architect A. A. Fisher was $34,000. Local
subscriptions and donations from Eastern friends raised amounted to $17,000. With regret the
Diocese Trustees could donate only $500 from the Bishops’ Building Fund.

A Council Journal dated Feb. 4, 1926 (report on 1925) reports completion of the Parish Hall
project. Through efforts of Rev. J. A. McNulty and St. Thomas congregation, “one of the most
complete and well equipped Parish Houses in the Diocese, at the cost of approximately twenty
thousand dollars...was opened and dedicated for use during the Christmastide, with great
rejoicing. This venture of faith and good works places Alamosa in the front rank of the Diocesan
building activities for the past year....” This Council Journal issue also mentions that parishes
are self-supporting, bidding the delegates to the convention to remember the great responsibility
which rests upon them as members of parishes (p. 63).

In the Episcopal Diocese of Colorado, parishes are economically independent, while missions
received ample diocesan assistance. It must be noted here that although Saint Thomas was
originally considered a mission, it later became a parish and remained so until 1950. After
1950, its status reverted to that of a mission.
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The Saint Thomas Parish Hall itself has been used as a movie theatre, for Scouts, for vacation
Bible School, for social gatherings, and for church plays. The structure, with few exceptions,
was built in faithful accordance with the Fisher brother’s plans and remains today.
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While engaged in construction drawings for the new Parish Hall, the Fisher brothers also
produced several master plan studies. One of these early studies, Scheme C, calls for a
Sanctuary to intersect the Parish Hall to the east, but these plans were never executed. This plan
would have created a corner presence for the Sanctuary and chapel, and a distinct connection
between the Sanctuary and Parish Hall. Three foundation stem walls are still extant on the east
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wall of the Parish Hall, obviously intended to bridge to the anticipated Scheme C Sanctuary

construction

(See MJA floor plan for location of stem walls). Drawings for the Fisher brothers” Master Plan
Scheme C are shown below.
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Fisher Brothers State Street Elevation for Scheme C.
Note tower and elaborate ceramic frontispiece.

The original Saint Thomas Church held its last services on June 8, 1930, and The Alamosa
Journal writes of the razing of it on June 14" of the same year. The Convention Journal, dated
Feb. 12, 1930 (report for 1929), reports a sale of the two lots east of the Parish Hall.

The Trustees authorized for St. Thomas “to accept an offer for the sale of the corner lots
adjoining their new parish house for the sum of $10,000.” The sale enables “the parish to dispose
of an indebtedness of $5,000 and to carry out some very necessary repairs and renovations to the
Church building itself, at a cost of approximately $3,000.” The Church building referred to here
was apparently the original Sanctuary.” A report on the “Southern Deanery” includes a section
on St. Thomas in Alamosa and its importance to the Church in the SLV. “Plans are under
consideration for the moving and remodeling of the Church building to match the parish house.
A hard-working band of faithful women are carrying an almost unbelievable financial burden in
order to carry on the work of the Church and liquidate the indebtedness which still remains on
the parish house. One of our greatest needs is an adequate rectory, which will solve a very real
financial problem.” (The original Sanctuary was not moved and remodeled at all, but
demolished). The indebtedness of the church was recorded to be $5,400 at that time.

The parish apparently removed the 1882 church to make way for a new corner gas station. The
rector sold the property to an oil company for this station. The rector at this time, Reverend
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Harry S. Kennedy, sought to use the funds obtained from the oil company’s purchase of the
property to either move the 1880 building or to construct a new Sanctuary. Searches through
Episcopal diocese records have not uncovered the name of the drafter responsible for the new
sanctuary. Based on the layout of the plan and level of sophistication of the construction, we are
inclined to believe that the drafter of the sanctuary was not a design professional. The designer
was probably neither a registered architect nor a professional engineer. Of note here is the poor
design of the roof structure. Other revealing factors of the Sanctuary designer’s lack of
foresight is the arbitrary juncture connecting the sanctuary with the parish hall, the narrow
hallway east of the sanctuary space, and the simplified articulation of the front parapet.

The Convention Journal takes note of the erection of the new church in its February 4, 1931 issue
(report for 1930). It reads as follows: “Sale of certain lots pertaining to the property of St.
Thomas’ Church, Alamosa, was consummated. The proceeds of the sale enabled the parish to
discharge the whole of its indebtedness to the American Church Building Fund Commission and
by erection of an entirely new church building to provide the congregation with a more
permanent and beautiful place of worship. The Church in Alamosa, with this new building of
Spanish design, harmonizing with the attractive modern parish house built some years ago
through the personal efforts of Rev. J. A. McNulty, is now served in a dignified and adequate
manner.” The indebtedness of the church at that time was $323.95.

Construction of the new Sanctuary was undertaken while the old church building was being
dismantled. The first services in the new church were held on Sunday, September 7, 1930, with
a dedication service on October 5™ of the same year. Newspapers errantly reported the parish
name at this time to be Saint John s Episcopal Church. The church’s fiscal history during the
Great Depression is noted briefly here. The diocese fiscal report for 1931 cites “the tragic
deficit which the Missionary Budget of the whole Church faces.” St. Thomas indebtedness at
this time was $3,970.00 The report for 1934 records: “The property formerly used as a rectory
of St. Thomas Church, Alamosa, which was sold to the U.S. Government for the cash sum of
$3,500.” This rectory was off-site. The report for 1936 records $0 indebtedness for St. Thomas,
Alamosa.

The report for 1937 makes note that “a loan of $1,600 was authorized for assistance in the
purchase of a rectory for St. Thomas’ Church, Alamosa.” The church made use of another off-
site rectory, and its entire indebtedness was recorded as $1,850.00.

The parish later, in the early 1960s, resumed ownership of the site of the gas station, converting
the building into a much needed Church School. Church records do not recognize whether the
property was sold or donated back to the church. The church complex, including the Parish
House, Sanctuary, and the hallway linkage between them, remained essentially as is until the
mid-1960s. In 1965, the parish expanded to include a new, donated rectory building off-site. In
the summer of 1971, the Sanctuary furnishings received an update. Padded pews were selected
to replace older dark wooden pews. According to Ralph Outcalt, a longtime member and former
Senior Warden, some time during the 1960s or 1970s, a church committee made a decision
regarding the church roof material. At this time, the red clay roof tiles were removed from both
Parish Hall and Sanctuary and replaced with asphalt shingles. According to the memory of some
churchgoers, the clay tiles were sold to a local community doctor who used them upon his house.
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In 1981, the Church celebrated its 100" anniversary. A celebratory Christmas Eve service and
gathering did occur. At this time, carpet and paint were provided for the Sanctuary, and a
lowered ceiling was provided for the Parish Hall by 1983, according to church member Rich
Richardson. The church mechanical systems were also updated with a new boiler and heating
system, which is still in use today. The cost of this work was $7,200, more than ten times the
original cost of the first church.

Delinquent individuals struck the church with torches, committing arson on two separate
occasions in the mid-1980s. Saturday, September 15, 1984 vandals set fire to the chancel area of
the nave, burning a 3-foot hole in the ceiling, a 4-square-foot area of the floor, and an oak
bishop’s chair. Also destroyed by fire and smoke were priests’ vestments, choir robes, and items
stored in the sacristy, a small room behind the altar. The total damage was tallied at over
$40,000. The act was believed to have been random and without reason, and left Father George
Lewis and many parishioners feeling violated. Despite this, Fr. Lewis called upon his
congregation to clean altar furnishings, replace the ceiling, and install ceiling insulation. The
church was also subjected to several robberies around the same time, with altar wine and
religious items stolen. The pastor began to lock the church and Parish Hall while unoccupied.
Thursday, January 17, 1985, firemen battled yet another arson at the church. That fire was
deliberately set in a closet in the library of the Parish Hall. The blaze caused an untold amount
of smoke damage, and ravaged the entire recently installed acoustical ceiling tile. After the fires,
the altar was moved out from the back wall of the church, so that the celebrant now faces the
congregation from behind the altar.

2.2 PROPOSED PROGRAM

The church complex continues in its use as a gathering place for worship, and for meetings for
church groups and local organizations. The Episcopal Diocese of Colorado intends to continue
occupying and operating the space for these purposes. The Sanctuary will remain a place for
worship, and the Parish Hall a place for gatherings, and club meetings. Once the stage in the
Parish Hall is restored, the Parish Hall will entertain parishioners and Alamosa residents alike
with theatre, film, lecturers, and events. A new vestibule/ lounge juncture between the Sanctuary
and the Parish Hall will be used as a proper transitional place between worship services and
fellowship gatherings with coffee and pastries.

2.3 EXISTING SKETCH PLAN

The plans for the project included in this assessment document are twofold. The plans drawn for
the Parish Hall by the Fisher brothers are located here, along with electronically drafted
measured drawings of the entire complex produced by Mark M. Jones Associates, Architects,
LLC. The Sanctuary was measured in the field by the Jones firm, along with the corridor joining
the Sanctuary and Parish Hall. The Parish Hall itself, due to the nature of its alterations, was also
measured in full.

The original Parish Hall plan is located on page 21 of this report, and the original elevations,
sections, and details for this building are found below. The electronically drafted measured plan
is located on page 28.
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3.0 STRUCTURE CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Issues are treated individually under each heading in Section 3. In Section 5, prioritized work
and budgets for the structure are considered.

3.1SITE
DESCRIPTION:

The site is located close to the intersection of State and Fourth Street. This site is one block
north of the central intersection of Alamosa’s historic downtown area. At this intersection of
State and Main (originally Fifth Street), three corners are occupied by historic buildings from the
early 20" century. These include: the American National Bank Building, constructed in 1910
and now designated on the National Register of Historic Places for its arcaded block architecture,
the red brick Emperius Building built in 1909, and a red brick hotel constructed in the craftsman
style in 1900. The latter two structures are destined to be listed on Alamosa’s local historic
register soon.

St. Thomas Episcopal Church is a complex of buildings in Mission Revival style including the
Parish Hall built in 1925, the Sanctuary built in 1930, a vestibule connecting the two, and a low,
Pueblo style stucco wall and gate that encompass the property.

The site is bereft of landscaping, save grass within the courtyard, and some flowers within
planters beside the low stucco wall surrounding the property. Several trees exist between the
north side of the Parish Hall and the adjoining beauty parlor. Most of these are errant saplings
growing too close to buildings.

The site, like most in Alamosa, is nearly completely flat, with no apparent drainage. No site
drainage system is currently present on the Saint Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church property.
Longtime church members have no recollection of flooding or drainage problems on the site.

Parking is to be found on-site on an approximately 2000 square foot asphalt lot just north of the
Sanctuary. This parking lot is accessible by way of an alley off of Main Avenue. Several
overflow spaces are available next to the food bank. At the former service station, gasoline
storage tanks have been capped and abandoned

CONDITION:

Site conditions are generally good. As mentioned, the appearance of unplanted trees behind the
Parish Hall must be addressed. The gravel parking lot is in fair, acceptable condition. Potential
drainage problems are present in two distinct areas on the site: the narrow area between the
sanctuary and the adjacent flower shop, and the courtyard itself. A visible evidence of drainage
problems in the narrow area is the presence of weed vegetation in the Sanctuary foundation area.

RECOMMENDATION:
Regularly watered flowers in the planters would beautify the site substantially. The saplings
growing between the Parish Hall and the beauty salon should be removed, including their
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stumps. The church may consider asphalt paving for the parking lot in the future. The fuel
storage tanks just east of the Parish Hall are recommended for remediation by a qualified
remediation expert.

The narrow area between the sanctuary and the adjacent flower shop, and the courtyard itself
should be addressed with proper drainage system elements. At the west side of the sanctuary,
approximately eight to twelve inches down, a long French drain with a 4” gravel bed should be
installed. Perforated flex drain pipe should be installed, routing water from the French drain
towards the alley. If grade at the alley is too high, as an alternate, a dry well could be installed in
the parking lot. At the perimeter of the courtyard, a two foot wide gravel border should be
installed. Perforated flex drain pipe should be placed all around the perimeter. A trench drain
should be installed along the curb line, routing the water out to the street gutter.

3.2 FOUNDATIONS

SANCTUARY

FOUNDATION SYSTEM, PERIMETER DRAINAGE, AND BACKFILL

DESCRIPTION:

The concrete perimeter foundation has a spread footing extended 4” past the stem wall on each
side. The stem wall itself is approximately 12" wide, 15” tall, and bears upon the foundation
footing in an inverted “T” configuration. Several piers and an intermediate stem wall running
north-south are located beneath the Sanctuary. The stem wall is located at the approximate
centerline of the building.

CONDITION:

The perimeter foundation is still completely intact, with no apparent evidence of failure or
settlement. Stringy vegetative growth occurs in the crawl space below the sacristy. Some
portion of the footing is exposed at an earthen indentation at the midpoint of the west side of the
Sanctuary. The foundation was found to be entirely dry.

RECOMMENDATION:

The owner may wish to remove the vegetation by way of herbicide or machete. The owner also
may wish to properly backfill the exposed area of foundation. No other recommendations are
necessary at this time.

PARISH HALL

FOUNDATION SYSTEM AND PERIMETER DRAINAGE, AND BACKFILL

DESCRIPTION:

The perimeter foundation consists of a concrete spread footing with unreinforced stem walls of
various construction. Some foundation walls and columns may be built of concrete, but most are
assumed to be built of the same three-wythe brick of the building’s above-grade walls.

CONDITION:
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All foundation elements were found to be completely dry, and none are compromised in
structural integrity. No evidence of footing or foundation wall failure occurs.

RECOMMENDATION:
No work is recommended on the parish house foundation system.

3.3 BUILDING STRUCTURAL SYSTEM

SANCTUARY

GENERAL STRUCTURAL SYSTEM DESCRIPTION:

The building is a light platform framed structure with wood framed floors and wood framed
bearing and non-bearing partitions. The ceilings and roof structure are framed with field-
assembled wood trusses.

FIRST FLOOR STRUCTURAL SYSTEM:

DESCRIPTION:

First floor framing consists of 2x8 members @ 16 on center spanning east-west, with 2x8
bridging. Below the chancel, or altar area, 2x12s rest several members wide upon a partially
fire-damaged sill plate. 2x8 joists rest atop these 2x12s, spanning east-west.

CONDITION:
The first floor framing adequately supports the loads of the structure itself, and of its equipment
and occupants.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
No corrective work is recommended.

Floor framing at chancel.

ROOF FRAMING SYSTEM:
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DESCRIPTION: A beam which in all appearances seems meant as a structural tension tie occurs
in the Sanctuary. This is a false beam consisting of 2x members adhered to the side walls of the
Sanctuary and has no structural value whatsoever.

TR e / ' .' =
K i,

] “ '4“

Interior of Sanctuary, with false beam above step to choir area

As shown in this interior view, the plaster follows the profile of structural trusses above. These
trusses are composed of 2x6 members with 10°-3” long collar ties and 1°-10” high queen posts.

CONDITION:

Most trusses are straight and in original configuration. However, several are bowing inwardly at
the top chords. Upon visual inspection in the Sanctuary attic and from the building exterior, the
trusses displayed bowing at the approximate midpoints of the building.

RECOMMENDATIONS: The ceiling should be removed in its entirety. The walls should be
brought back into square, as discussed under the heading BUILDING ENVELOPE-EXTERIOR
WALLS on page 38 of this report. Once walls are completely square and level, trusses should
either be reinforced with metal plates, or replaced altogether. Budgets calculated by local
contractors reveal that the cost differential between reinforcement and outright replacement is
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nominal. Based on this data, it is advised that the trusses should be removed and replaced. A
number of the existing trusses, especially those over the north side of the chancel and the
sacristy, may be able to be saved. During demolition of the Sanctuary ceiling these should be
evaluated for their structural condition.

E

A close-up view of the Sanctuary decorative false beam. The

beam does not bear on the Sanctuary side wall. Rather, it is

merely toe-nailed to the structure. A look beneath the plaster
f revealed 2x blocking and celotex-type insulation board.

Sanctuary 2x6 field-assembled trusses, with various wood bridging and truss plates.
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Sanctuary attic condition, showing field assembled truss.

PARISH HALL

GENERAL STRUCTURAL SYSTEM DESCRIPTION:
The building is a load bearing brick masonry structure, with wood floor framing, a concrete deck
at the projection booth, and field assembled wood trusses supporting the ceiling and roof.

FIRST FLOOR STRUCTURAL SYSTEM:

DESCRIPTION:

First floor framing consists of 2x8 floor joists @ 16” on center spanning east-west. The stage
area is framed with 2x6 members at 12” on center, with two beams below the proscenium edge.
One of these beams is constructed of two 2x4s and another beam is constructed of several 3x
members. The drawers below the stage are sturdily constructed on 1-1/4” board and 2x
members. The boiler room is a concrete slab on grade.

CONDITION:
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The first floor Parish Hall framing adequately supports the loads of the structure itself, and of its
equipment and occupants. The drawers below the stage currently stick, and do not roll easily in
and out.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The drawers should be completely removed, repaired, and put back into place in good working
order. Any projections should be removed, and all moving parts and wheels should be inspected.
At the very least, all elements should be lubricated, and any defective parts should be replaced.
Consideration at this time should be given to installing motorized drawer openers, similar to
motorized garage door openers.

At left: Parish Hall stage drawer system.

PROJECTION ROOM FRAMING SYSTEM

DESCRIPTION:

The projection room is a loft above the main entry of the Parish Hall. The floor of the room is
composed of concrete presumably atop wood decking. The projection room walls and ceiling
are completely lined with galvanized metal. Whether this lining was originally intended for
soundproofing or fireproofing is unknown.

CONDITION:
The floor system is in perfectly serviceable condition, and can withstand an appropriate load of a
projector and its operator, should the Parish Hall be utilized as a theatre at any time in the future.

RECOMMENDATION:

The projection room could use a new wood door and frame, to replace the current hatch, which is
attached to the wall with six metal screws.

ROOF FRAMING SYSTEM

DESCRIPTION:
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The roof framing above the projection room consists of 2x12 rafters at 16” on center. Above the
Parish Hall proper the roof is framed with field-manufactured trusses. These trusses consist of
2x12 top chords, 2x8 bottom chords and 2x8 struts.

CONDITION:

The roof trusses are in very solid, straight condition. All appear to be structurally sufficient for
the weight of clay tile roofing. Apparently the wood that composes these trusses was used for
concrete formwork. White powder still coats most of the members.

The white powdery substance, similar in consistency to a gypsum plaster, was applied after the
trusses were assembled and put in place, and after a layer of vermiculite insulation was installed
above the lath and plaster ceiling. The powdery substance was not used as a fireproofing, as it
does not completely coat or encase any of the truss members. The substance was not used as an
additional insulation either. As it seems to serve no purpose, the reason this substance was
applied remains unknown.

RECOMMENDATION:

The white plaster-like powder coating the members of the trusses should be analyzed in a
laboratory to determine its content. If it contains no harmful substances, it should be simply left
in place.

Roof trusses at Parish Hall.
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Roof trusses at Parish Hall. Note plaster-like powdery substance.
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3.4 BUILDING ENVELOPE-EXTERIOR WALLS

SANCTUARY

EXTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION:

DESCRIPTION:

The exterior walls are load bearing 2x4 frame construction. Exterior surfaces are coated with
portland cement stucco. Interior surfaces are gypsum plastered over fiber “celotex” type interior
sheathing.

CONDITION:

The east and west exterior walls are severely splayed at the Sanctuary seating area. The
following figures were ascertained by use of a laser level in the field. The cause of the splaying
was apparently the substantial loads that once befell the roof of the building, that is, heavy clay
roof tiles and perhaps an exceptional snow load at one time or another. These forces caused the
truss members to thrust out horizontally, and thus push the walls below out of square.

Sanctuary Wall Splaying

Distance Out of Plumb Location

1-1/2” East Wall, Splayed Horizontally at Ceiling Line
1-1/8” East Wall, Splayed Vertically

Ya” East Wall, Splayed Vertically at Altar Arch

¥ East Wall, Splayed Vertically at Nonstructural Beam
2-1/8” West Wall, Splayed Horizontally at Ceiling Line
2-5/8” West Wall, Splayed Vertically

2-3/8” West Wall, Splayed Vertically at Altar Arch

3” West Wall, Splayed Vertically at Nonstructural Beam

The trusses tended to fail in two locations: at the connection between the queen post and the
collar tie, and at the connection between the top plate of the wall and the truss itself. In the latter
connection, the truss rests directly upon the wall with no birds-mouth condition. Sanctuary
trusses generally did not fail where their thrust was counteracted. Where the Sanctuary comes
into contact with the Parish Hall, the hall itself acts as a buttress, holding the Sanctuary trusses
together solidly.

RECOMMENDATION:

The condition of splaying walls must be halted and reversed, to prevent further damage and
potential ultimate collapse. The walls must be brought back into plumb. First, remove
Sanctuary ceiling in its entirety. Then, install and secure steel angles to the top plate of both the
east and west walls. Next, install steel tension rods equipped with turnbuckles at the center and
strongly anchored to the steel angles. The turnbuckles should then be turned until proper tension
is achieved, as recommended by the structural engineer.

EXTERIOR FINISHES:
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DESCRIPTION:

Exterior walls are all finished in painted portland cement plaster stucco. Most exterior trim is
painted wood. The trim at the gable end parapet and the entry vestibule wall is composed of
built up cement mortar, in marked contrast to the high-quality glazed terra cotta used on the
Parish Hall parapet edging. Metal ventilation grilles occur on both the north and south
elevations.

CONDITION:

The paint is peeling off the stucco and is in poor condition. The exterior wood trim in some
locations has deteriorated and rotted, and is in poor condition. The glazed clay trim is
disintegrating at its edges, and is in poor condition. The ventilation grilles are operable and in
good condition.

el

Wood rake boards and cement mortar trim at the west side of entry wall.
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Wood trim at wall/ roof intersection at side Sanctuary entry.

RECOMMENDATION:

Stucco should be repaired where cracked. Paint over stucco surfaces should be removed
altogether. Trim board that has been consumed by dry-rot should be removed and replaced. Any
support structure for said board that has eroded should also be rebuilt. Any deteriorated built-up
mortar edge trim should be removed and replaced. Once all repairs are made, all surfaces should
be given a finish color coat of stucco, to match the original color and texture.

EXTERIOR APPENDAGES- PORCH, STOOP, PORTICO, ETC.:

DESCRIPTION:

The Sanctuary has an entry vestibule served by its own exterior accessibility ramp. As is
apparent from an inspection of the side of the ramp, it was formed of concrete and built directly
over pre-existing concrete stairs. Note that this ramp does not meet the A.D.A. accessibility
guidelines. A low perimeter garden wall with softly curving edges extends from the Parish Hall
westward along the sidewalk to the Sanctuary. A gated buttressed Pueblo style flat-arched
entryway stands in front of the Sanctuary. The wall was built of several-wythe thick masonry,
with a thick portland cement stucco finish. An iron gate with delicate curves and quatrefoil
patterns opens beneath the arch.

CONDITION:

Unfortunately, this ramp was installed either prior to the publishing of the Americans with
Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines, or without first consulting them. The ramp rises 16” in
only 11°-6” of run, and lacks curbs and legal handrails. The ramp has an acceptable landing at
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its apex. An additional 3” of rise occurs in the 10°-9” run between the ramp end and the
sidewalk edge. The heights of the iron guardrails and handrails located on either side of the
ramp are also not code compliant. The wall enclosing the church property is in fair condition,
with minor holes and defects in the stucco application, and some peeling areas of paint. The iron

gate and guardrails are in good condition.

~ ST. THOMASsum
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

e e e . A

s

Above: Ramp at Sanctuary Entry

Left:
Close up detail of
black iron gate.
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-r

Iron gate at Sanctuary main entry.

RECOMMENDATION:

In a single concrete pour, the ramp pitch could be raised, and the ramp itself be extended the
entire distance to the sidewalk. However, this would not give either ambulatory or disabled
patrons good access to the courtyard. We recommend that the issues of access to both the
Sanctuary and the Parish Hall be addressed through a schematic design phase. A more elegant
linkage could take place between the two in the form of a new vestibule. This vestibule could
be reached via an accessible ramp in the courtyard. More study is required here. Several steps
should be taken to stabilize the perimeter wall. Any holes discovered should be filled, all paint
should be removed, and the stucco should be cleaned. The iron gate should be cleaned and
lubricated.

PARISH HALL

EXTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION:

DESCRIPTION:
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Exterior wall construction is triple-wythe load bearing brick masonry with lime putty mortar,
typically about 1°-0 thick. Exterior surfaces are coated with portland cement stucco. Interior
surfaces are plastered with gypsum plaster.

CONDITION:

Exterior walls are generally in good condition. No evidence of cracking from settlement occurs
anywhere on the main body of the Parish Hall. Brick is exposed both in the boiler room and in
the projection room above the main entry. In these locations, the brick appears to be solid and
not in need of any maintenance.

RECOMMENDATION:
No corrective work is recommended at the exterior masonry walls.

EXTERIOR FINISHES:

DESCRIPTION:

Exterior walls all finished in portland cement plaster stucco. This stucco has in most cases been
painted over with a non-breathable paint. Most exterior trim is painted wood. The trim at the
gable end parapet is composed of high quality glazed terra cotta clay pieces. The front entry is
framed by a glazed tile surround culminating in a Latin cross near the gable peak.

CONDITION:

The paint covering the stucco is peeling badly, and is absent in some areas. Minor cracks appear
in the surface of the stucco. The wood trim is in poor condition, due to weathering and decay in
some locations. The glazed clay parapet edge is in good condition. The glazed tile frontispiece

surround has several paint stains and eroded areas.

Peeling paint over stucco..

RECOMMENDATION:

The stucco finish needs to be completely cleaned and scraped in peeling areas. The stucco
should first be tested for any signs of acrylic. If no acrylic is present, the exterior coat of paint
should be completely removed with Prosoco Sure-Klean Fast Acting Stripper. Any particularly
difficult paint areas should be treated with Prosoco Sure-Klean Heavy Duty Paint Stripper. Any
cracks should be investigated to determine whether they are the result of settling. Cracks should
be filled as necessary. A unifying finish coat of portland cement color coat stucco with matching
texture should then be applied over the Parish Hall and Sanctuary stucco areas. Deteriorated
wood trim and blocking should be removed in its entirety and replaced. No corrective work is
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recommended for the glazed clay parapet edge. The glazed tile surround should be cleaned, and
any abject tiles replaced to match. Grout for new tiles should match color and consistency of
surrounding tiles. The original lanterns should be removed from the Sanctuary entry and
installed in their original location at the Parish Hall entry. New lanterns should be fabricated for
the Sanctuary, and should be exact replicas of the original Parish Hall pair.

Note: terra-cotta colored stucco
panel at this level.

Note: non-original lanterns.

Note: stucco plinth.

Frontispiece tile surround at
Parish Hall entry.
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Deteriorated wood eave trim board in two locations at west wall of Parish Hall.

RECOMMENDATION, continued:

Decayed or weather-damaged wood trim board, as shown above, should be completely removed
and replaced. Note that some trim at the rake edge of the dormers is missing altogether.
Reproduction trim for this location should be milled, installed, and painted.

EXTERIOR APPENDAGES- PORCH, STOOP, PORTICO, ETC.:

DESCRIPTION:

Several stoops appear on the Parish Hall. The main stoop is made of concrete, composed of six
risers, and is at the main entry facing south. Another stoop is composed of four steeper risers
and occurs at a west entry to the Parish Hall. This stoop was apparently installed some years
after the construction of the hall to allow access from the courtyard. The original steps for this
side stoop were wood. The third stoop is composed of just two risers and accesses the narrow
vestibule between the Parish Hall and the Sanctuary.
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Side Entry Stoop

CONDITION:

The main entry stoop is in good condition, excepting the yellow
safety lines painted on the nosing of each tread. No landing
occurs at the top. The wooden rails installed on either side of
the steps are not code compliant. They are not continuous, nor
do they extend past the lowest stair. The side entry stoop, also
made of concrete, is in fair condition. The stair there is also not
code compliant. The treads are not level and the risers are not of
even height. These stairs are also missing a top landing. The
railing here is low, and is not securely attached to the stairs and
the Parish Hall wall. The stoop at the vestibule entry between
the church and the Parish Hall is also made of concrete. This
stoop does contain a small top landing, but no handrails are
present.

Left: Stoop at vestibule entry.

RECOMMENDATION:

The stoop at the main entry is acceptable except for the paint
stripes along the nosings. The thick yellow paint stripes along
each tread nosing should be removed. Thinner white stripes can
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be added at these edges. The handrails should be removed, and appropriate A.D.A.A.G.
approved handrails should be installed.

The side stoop should be entirely removed. A new stoop complete with level steps with risers of
even height, a landing correctly sized to meet A.D.A. code, and a code compliant iron railing
should be installed at this location. The final, vestibule stoop has been addressed under the
heading of exterior appendages for the Sanctuary. This area could be reworked entirely, and a
new design composed that creates a graceful, accessible entrance node for both the Sanctuary
and the Parish Hall. Included in this design would be a ramp with code compliant iron guardrails
and handrails.

3.5 BUILDING ENVELOPE-ROOFING AND WATERPROOFING

SANCTUARY and PARISH HALL

ROOFING SYSTEMS, SHEETMETAL FLASHING, DRAINAGE, GUTTERS AND
DOWNSPOUTS

-

‘o
AL

¥
g

Detail at original clay tile roof.

DESCRIPTION:
The original roofing for both buildings was Spanish clay barrel tiles, in variegated shades of terra
cotta and red. This roof lasted from its installation in 1926 and 1930 for the Parish Hall and
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Sanctuary respectively until the mid-1970s. (At that time, according to the recollection of
several church members, the roof was removed and installed on the house of a local physician,
Dr. Hurley. The authors of this report have visited that house and determined that the roofing
there is not consistent with that originally installed on the Saint Thomas Sanctuary and Parish
Hall).

Left: Painted clay roof at Hurley
residence.

According to some erroneous

" testimonies, this tile was removed from
Saint Thomas the Apostle Episcopal

‘ Church, and sold to the home’s owner
in the mid 1970s.

Conjecturally, the clay tile roofing may have been removed because its weight began causing
structural damage to the trusses and walls of the Sanctuary. The structural system in this
building was simply not designed to carry such a heavy dead load. (See discussion under the
heading SANCTUARY ROOF FRAMING SYSTEM, page 32 of this report).

Currently the sloped roof areas are covered in asphalt shingles. Multiple installations of these
shingles have occurred, and as many as three layers are visible at some roof edges. Low-sloped
(near flat) roof areas are composed of rubber membrane roofing. Flashing at valleys and roof-
wall intersections is composed of sheet metal. Gutters are made of aluminum and are present at
the east and north side of the Sanctuary and both the east and west sides of the Parish Hall.
Aluminum downspouts accompany these gutters.

CONDITION:

The asphalt shingles are in poor condition, and are deteriorated in many areas. The low-sloped
membrane roofing is completely intact and in good condition. The metal flashing was hastily
applied and is often not fully attached. The gutters and downspouts are in fair condition, and are
in most places attached securely to walls and roof edges.

RECOMMENDATION:

All layers of asphalt shingles should be removed, so as to reveal the substrate. In the Parish Hall,
the substrate should be inspected, and any rotted or substandard sheathing should be removed
and replaced. (See photos listed under “Exterior Finishes” for Parish Hall). In the Sanctuary, the
roof sheathing should be removed and replaced entirely, at the time of truss replacement (See the
section listed under Sanctuary Roof Framing System above). All valley and edge flashing
should be removed. New sheet metal valley and eave edge flashing should be installed. The
low-slope rubber roofing should be re-stretched and firmly affixed at its edges. All flashing and
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counter-flashing at intersections of walls and dormers and this flat roof should be inspected and
any failed elements replaced. Mission style 2-piece barrel clay tile roofing should be installed.
This tile should not be painted, and should be ordered in a color to match clay parapet edges.

Any loose gutters should be firmly mechanically attached to walls and roof edges.

g " Sealed dormer at west side of Parish Hall.

- IR A Dormer at east side of Parish Hall.
Note loose folds of low-slope rubber roofing Note poor roof-wall intersection flashing,
and improper flashing at dormer trim. Also, and worn asphalt shingles.

note missing trim at gable end of dormer.

3.6 WINDOWS AND DOORS

SANCTUARY

EXTERIOR DOORS, WINDOWS, HARDWARE, TRIM AND FINISHES:

DESCRIPTION:

Exterior windows and doors are wood frame. The original eight panel wood main entry doors
are intact. These are painted a bright crimson, and their door hardware includes brass door pulls
and combination locks. Interior doors are stained brown. Wood trim is in place on all exterior
and interior doors. All wood windows for the Sanctuary are painted a rich terra-cotta shade at
the exterior and stained dark brown at the interior. Stained glass wood windows on the east and
west elevations were original and were relocated from the 1882 Sanctuary. These windows
contain diagonal lites in the bottom, fixed panel and rectangular lites in the middle, hopper panel.
Each window has a Gothic lancet-type top panel as well. The configuration of the window lights
is four over four over twenty-four. Other standard rectangular double-hung windows occur at
the Sanctuary. These are also wood windows, with 5 rectangular lites in the top panel, and a
single light below. One aluminum double-hung window is in place in the sacristy facing the
parking lot to the north.
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CONDITION:

Window condition is generally fair, given the age of the windows. Every surviving original
window is intact with original hardware and glass. Paint on the windows, both inside and out, is
also in fair condition. Exterior doors are in good condition.

RECOMMENDATION:

Refurbish windows as follows: Using gentlest means possible, remove all chipped and peeled
paint from sash and frames only down to the next good paintable surface. Use epoxy filler to
patch any damaged areas. Remove cracked glazing putty and re-putty. Prime sash and frames.
Use epoxy filler on cracked sills as needed. Follow lead paint protocol. In all double-hung
windows, replace all ropes and reset or replace any missing weights. Install new copper
weatherstripping. Check all sash for proper operation. Replace any cracked panes. Check
leaded windows and repair any bent or broken caming. Check inside finish and reseal with low
sheen poly on any areas which are worn. As an alternate, traditional varnish can be used, but
would not be as durable as a poly finish. Remove surface paint from interior sash and frames
and restore original finish with stain sealer as needed, and poly finish coat. The aluminum
window facing the parking lot should be completely removed and replaced with a reproduction
wood window, with trim to match existing wood windows.

On the exterior doors, samples should be taken for laboratory spectrographic color analysis.
Doors should have all peeling paint removed down to the next good paintable surface. Based on
color information gained from the laboratory tests, doors should be repainted in a close
approximation of their original color.
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Stained glass window Eight-panel wood entry doors.
at interior.

PARISH HALL

EXTERIOR DOORS, WINDOWS, HARDWARE, AND TRIM AND FINISHES:

DESCRIPTION:

The majority of exterior windows and doors are wood frame. The original ten panel wood main
entry doors are intact. These are painted crimson on the exterior and stained a sienna brown
shade on the interior. Their door hardware includes brass door pulls and a deadbolt lock.

(See Parish Hall EXTERIOR APPENDAGES section on page 46 for an exterior photograph of
these doors, labeled Front entry stoop).
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Parish Hall entry doors at interior.

Interior doors are stained brown. Wood trim is in place on all exterior and interior doors. One
exterior door, the one exiting to the courtyard from the Parish Hall, was introduced much later
than the original construction. The Fishers’ plans indicate that this door was installed in an
arched masonry opening for a window. All wood windows for the Parish Hall are painted a
terra-cotta color at the exterior and stained sienna brown at the interior. These are all double-
hung windows with 6 lites in the top panel and 6 rectangular lites in the bottom panel. Windows
on the west face of the Parish Hall have been replaced with inoperable double-pane aluminum
sash. The south-facing window in the kitchen is of the same variety.

CONDITION:

FOR ALAMOSA UPTOWN AND RIVER ASSOCIATION MARK M. JONES ASSOCIATES, ARCHITECTS, LLC
52



HISTORIC STRUCTURE ASSESSMENT SHF #2003-HA-052  SAINT THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, ALAMOSA, COLORADO

Window condition is generally fair, given the age of the windows. Every surviving wood
window is intact with original hardware and glass. Paint on the windows, both inside and out, is
also in fair condition. Aluminum sash windows are in good condition, however, these windows
in no way visually replicate the originals. Exterior doors are in good condition. Hardware is
also in good condition. Several interior doors have had sheet wood veneer placed over the
original door faces.

RECOMMENDATION:

A laboratory spectrographic analysis should be undertaken to determine original colors. Then,
all aluminum windows should be removed. Replace these with historic reproduction wood
windows with true divided lites in the exact configuration of existing windows. Also include
trim to match existing windows. Refurbish wood windows, including all dormer windows, as
follows: Using gentlest means possible, remove all chipped and peeled paint from sash and
frames only down to the next good paintable surface. Use epoxy filler to patch any damaged
areas. Remove cracked glazing putty and re-putty. Prime sash and frames. Use epoxy filler on
cracked sills as needed. Follow lead paint protocol. Replace all ropes and reset or replace any
missing weights. Install copper weatherstripping. Check all sash for proper operation. Replace
any cracked panes. Check leaded windows and repair any bent or broken caming. Check inside
finish and reseal with low sheen poly on all areas, especially those that are worn. As an
alternate, traditional varnish can be used, but would not be as durable as a poly finish. Remove
surface paint from interior sash and frames and restore original finish with stain sealer as needed,
and poly finish coat. For interior and exterior doors, attain color samples for laboratory analysis.
Any interior doors with sheet veneer faces should have that veneer removed. Then, correct any
aberrances and paint door face in a color approximating the original color. The exterior doors
are rather scarred from use, and should be sanded and filled with wood putty where appropriate
prior to repainting. Repaint the exterior doors in approximately their original color.

3.7 INTERIOR FINISHES

SANCTUARY

DESCRIPTION:

All interior walls and ceilings of the Sanctuary are painted plaster over lath. All interior trim is
oak. All trim appears to be in place. Trim is generally in natural tones, with a light varnish, or is
painted. Floor materials vary throughout the Sanctuary. The entry vestibule contains oak
flooring, as does most of the seating area. Carpet is to be found in the aisle, on steps, on the
platforms for the choir and celebrant, and in the hall and sacristy.

CONDITION:

The walls and ceilings are in fair condition, but under some duress, as is evidenced by several
cracks and small holes. Wood trim is in fair condition also, as is the wood flooring. Carpet
shows initial signs of wear.
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RECOMMENDATION:

After walls are straightened and fully aligned (see BUILDING ENVELOPE: EXTERIOR
WALLS, page 38 of this report), replace ceiling with gypsum drywall. Tape and prepare surface
for paint. Patch any openings and cracks created by or prior to construction. Paint all wall and
ceiling surfaces. Refinish wood trim and flooring. Replace all carpet. Protect wood floor
during construction.

PARISH HALL

DESCRIPTION:

Most interior walls of the Parish Hall are painted gypsum plaster over lath. Newer walls at the
stage area are finished with drywall and wood paneling. All interior trim is softwood. All trim
appears to be in place. Trim is generally painted white. Ceiling material is two-by-four foot
acoustical ceiling panels in a modern t-bar grid. Floor materials vary throughout the Parish Hall.
The entry vestibule contains red tile flooring, and the kitchen contains linoleum. The original
material of the balance of the Parish Hall is hardwood flooring, but in the main space and most
classrooms and offices, this is covered with carpet. The stage in the Parish Hall has been
enclosed by non-original framing and walls.

CONDITION:

The walls are in fair condition, excepting the occasional crack and hole in plaster. The drop
acoustical ceilings are altogether inappropriate for the space, especially because they block light
from six roof dormer windows. The wood trim is in fair condition also. Because the wood
flooring is mostly covered and protected, it most likely remains in fair condition. Where it is
exposed, however, in several Sunday school rooms, the flooring is in poor condition. The
folding doors of the front classrooms have made deep grooves in the flooring. The tile flooring
in the front vestibule is in fair condition. The stage area was not originally enclosed.

RECOMMENDATION:

Repair all holes and cracks in plaster. Remove cove molding in main space carefully, so as not
to damage any pieces. Completely remove all acoustic tile ceilings and grid. Once uncovered,
repair any damage to the plaster ceiling beneath. Remove all paint from wall and ceiling
surfaces, so that original thick plaster finish remains. During this process, pay special attention
to the plaster composing the fireplaces. Repair and paint all wood dormer windows (as specified
in EXTERIOR DOORS AND WINDOWS, page 51 of this report). Put cove molding back in
place at spring line. Remove all carpet. Install thin-set floor tile in front restroom. Address
folding doors by undercutting doors to prevent grooving of floor, and introducing mortised ball-
type wheel rollers at the base of each door. Refinish all wood flooring. Clean and polish front
vestibule flooring. Remove extraneous non-original walls from stage, and restore stage to its
former condition. Fashion and install new folding door panels for stage, based on original
design. Consideration at this time should be given to installing permanent display cabinets, or at
least devoting an area of wall for display. Displayed here would be historical photographs and
remnants from the history of the church.
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3.8 MECHANICAL SYSTEMS

INTRODUCTION

Burggraaf Associates has been commissioned to provide a scope of work and estimated costs for
mechanical and electrical improvements at Saint Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church in
Alamosa, Colorado. Mr. Burggraaf met with Mr. Christopher Lobas and the owner’s
representative, Mr. D. H. “Mack” McFadden, Jr. on Wednesday, the 23" of April, 2003.

Comments and recommendations are intended to document the existing mechanical and
electrical systems presently in the building, identify equipment and systems which are deficient
and determine the requirements for new mechanical and electrical systems which will need to be
installed in order to ensure the habitability of the building for the future. An opinion of probable
cost associated with each of the systems has been provided.

UTILITY SYSTEMS

DESCRIPTION:

Presently, the water service comes from Fourth Street on the south of the building and goes
through the crawl space under the Parish Hall to the boiler room north of the kitchen. The
service entry is 17 diameter galvanized steel. Aside from the service entry, all water piping is in
copper. The water service also provides water for a timer controlled lawn sprinkler system.

The waste system discharges south to the city sanitary sewer on Fourth Street. The sewer pipes
are visible in the crawl space beneath the Parish Hall.

The gas service extends from the alley to the north to two meters in an exterior corridor between
the Parish Hall and Sanctuary. These meters are mounted on the exterior wall of the boiler room.
From this location, one meter provides gas for the church boiler. The other meter routes directly
through the boiler room and then north along the east exterior wall to the beauty salon, just north
of the Parish Hall.

The electrical service entry after the meter appears to have been part of the original Parish Hall
construction. The existing exterior service disconnect is 100 amp, 240 volt, single phase. The
telephone service is overhead, entering the building from the north.

CONDITION:

No leaks are currently present in the water system. A backflow preventer has not been installed
for the system. The sewer pipes are apparently in good condition. The gas service installation
appears to be in good condition, but results in two penetrations of the boiler room wall. The
electrical service is undersized for the needs of the congregation.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
Installation of a backflow preventer is recommended for the water system. No work is
recommended for the waste system. The gas pipe penetrating through the building should be
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rerouted when construction begins on the new vestibule link. The electrical service should be
increased to 200 amp, 240 volt, and single phase. The telephone service is functional and does
not need to be repaired or replaced at this time.

MECHANICAL HEATING SYSTEM

DESCRIPTION:

The building is heated using a hydronic heating system. The system is driven by a gas fired cast
iron boiler in the Parish Hall boiler room. The heating water is distributed into three zones as
follows: 1) The meeting room/ former stage area in the Parish Hall, 2) the balance of the Parish
Hall, 3) the Sanctuary. Cast iron radiators are used throughout the building. The office space
located on the east wall of the Parish Hall also makes use of an electric heater.

CONDITION:

In general, the heating system appears to be in good condition. . The cast iron boiler should
continue to be adequate to provide for the existing heating needs of the building for another ten
to fifteen years. No signs of leakage were apparent in the overall piping system, suggesting that
it is in good condition and will be for the foreseeable future. The cast iron radiators and the
piping do not show any signs of leakage or imminent failure. The thermostat zones being used
are adequate and appropriate with the possible exception of the office space being heated with
electric baseboard. It is likely that the electric baseboard is being used because the office space
is on a zone which would normally be off while the space is occupied.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
Inadequate heating in the office space may be remedied by providing a radiator for the office and
adding an additional zone to serve this space.

MECHANICAL VENTILATION SYSTEM

DESCRIPTION:

There are presently no ventilation systems present or in use in the building. Neither of the
buildings meets current building codes which require that either building openings equal 1/20th
of the floor space or that mechanical ventilation be provided.

CONDITION:

In the case of the sanctuary, the operable windows and doors have an area of fifty-six square
feet. This is approximately eight square feet less than the required area. The windows in the
Parish Hall are all fixed. As such, only the front doors are available to meet the code
requirements for ventilation for this area.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

It is possible that a ventilation system could be installed in the ceiling space above the Sacristy.
The ductwork for this system would be extended into the Sanctuary during the proposed roof /
ceiling re-construction (see the Architectural / Structural recommendations).
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The amount of ventilation area in the Parish Hall falls well short of the required amount. Given
an understanding of the congregation’s desire to increase the use of the Parish Hall for public
functions, the installation of a mechanical ventilation system in this area is recommended. The
system would be composed of a fan coil unit installed in the ceiling space of the Parish Hall.
Outside air would be supplied to the system via a roof hood or other architecturally appropriate
opening. In addition, a kitchen hood should be provided. The kitchen ranges should be
relocated to a central location under the hood. The use of the fan coil unit in the Parish Hall
would provide for ventilation, make-up air to the kitchen hood, and supplementary heating as
required. Installation of a ventilation system would increase the amount of heating required for
the Parish Hall (due to the requirement to heat the increased intake of outside air). This would
likely require the installation of a second heating water boiler.

MECHANICAL COOLING SYSTEM

DESCRIPTION:
The building does not have a mechanical cooling system of any kind.

CONDITION:
Given the proposed future use of the Parish Hall for assembly type occupancies, some
consideration should be given to providing for a future cooling option in this area.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The ventilation system noted above would have the capability to add cooling without significant
additional costs. The considerably lower level of use in the Sanctuary combined with lower
lighting levels and relatively small glazing areas results in a much lower heat gain to the space.
Mr. McFadden suggested that cooling has not been a problem in this area and no installation of
mechanical cooling is recommended for this area.

WATER SERVICE, PLUMBING, AND SEWER UTILITIES

DESCRIPTION:

The original domestic water piping in the building appears to have been galvanized steel.
Subsequent areas which have been remodeled have seen the use of copper tubing. The domestic
hot water heater is a forty gallon, forty thousand British thermal units per hour (40 MBH) gas
fired unit with relatively limited make-up capacity.

CONDITION:

Where visible, the galvanized steel appears to be in relatively good condition. The waste and
vent piping system is cast iron and appears to be in good condition. There are a limited number
plumbing fixtures in the building, comprising two toilet rooms and the kitchen area. Whereas
the plumbing fixtures are in generally good condition, neither of the toilet rooms is accessible by
the disabled. The kitchen does not meet general health department standards because it lacks a
three compartment sink and a hand sink.
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RECOMMENDATIONS:

Should future congregational plans include more serving functions, the kitchen should be
remodeled to include the use of a three compartment sink and a hand sink as a minimum.
Additional consideration should be given to the use of a dishwasher and a larger capacity
domestic hot water heater. The existing water heater may have a remaining life of 5-10 years.
Its replacement (either as an upgrade or as a replacement due to system failure) should be a
domestic hot water storage tank / heat exchanger which is heated by the heating water boiler.
This will significantly increase the overall capacity of the domestic hot water system which
would be in keeping with the intent to have greater use of the kitchen.

FIRE SUPPRESSION - SPRINKLERS

DESCRIPTION:
The building does not have a fire suppression system in place.

CONDITION:

No code requirements require the installation of a sprinkler system. As such, it is potentially
beneficial that the congregation discuss the option, particularly with regards to potential
insurance savings.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

A system could be relatively easily installed in the current configuration of the Parish Hall and
could be installed as a part of the proposed roof remodel of the Sanctuary. The installation
would require that the water service into the building be upgraded to 4" in order to have adequate
water flow.

3.9 ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS

ELECTRICAL SERVICE, PANELS, AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

DESCRIPTION:

From the exterior meter, the electrical service is extended to a one hundred amp load center
which apparently replaced a fuse box which was part of the original construction. This load
center serves the Sanctuary directly. The center serves the Parish Hall kitchen through an
additional load center. Finally, the load center serves the Parish Hall proper through an original
fuse box.

CONDITION:

Some of the original building wiring is visible at the main distribution load center. It appears to
be cloth covered and suggests the need to replace the overall building distribution system. The
load centers and fuse box systems have served out their useful life. In particular, the fuse box
does not have a “dead-front” and is a hazard to any one changing a fuse.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
The load centers and fuse box systems should be replaced. A single two hundred amp single
phase panel board should be installed in the boiler room. This panel board should be used to re-
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feed all existing circuitry in the building. Where absolutely necessary, existing wiring could be
re-used. This should, however, be kept to an absolute minimum.

LIGHTING

DESCRIPTION:
Lighting systems through both buildings are a mixture of fluorescent and incandescent.

CONDITION:

The lighting systems in the Sanctuary are generally incandescent and match the use of the space.
The lighting systems in the Parish Hall have by and large been converted to fluorescent. No
significant inadequacies were noted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
Period fixtures would certainly be recommended in both the Parish Hall and Sanctuary in order
to unify the historic design.

FIRE DETECTION SYSTEM

DESCRIPTION:
The building does not presently have a central fire detection system and no local smoke detectors
were noted.

CONDITION:
There can be significant unoccupied periods in the building of this type, during which a fire
could occur.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Installation of a complete fire detection system with a central station dial up capability is
recommended. As with the fire sprinkler system, this modification should be reviewed with the
church’s insurance carrier for premium cost savings. An ideal time to install the fire detection
system would be during the roof and ceiling renovation in the Sanctuary.

SECURITY ALARM SYSTEM

DESCRIPTION:
No security alarm system was present or recommended at this time.

CONDITION:
Every entry to the building complex can be locked, and a core membership of the church
committee possesses keys to access the building.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
No work is recommended.
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TELEPHONE AND DATA SYSTEM

DESCRIPTION:
The telephone service entry is on the north side of the Parish Hall.

CONDITION:
The service appears to be adequate for present use.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The existing telephone / data system should only be upgraded if the Congregation’s plans include
a significant increase in telephone / data services in the future. In that case, we recommend that
the service entrance be re-located to the east wall of the boiler room and that a central phone /
data system be installed in the boiler room.

4.0 ANALYSIS AND COMPLIANCE

4.1 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
Evidence of potential asbestos containing materials was found in pipe insulation in the boiler
room, and in ceiling panels. An asbestos survey is recommended.

4.2 EXISTING MATERIALS ANALYSIS

PAINT:
Original paint on the building, because of its age, is presumed to be lead-based paint.
Restoration work should follow approved protocol for the encapsulation of lead based paint.

4.3 ZONING CODE COMPLIANCE

The entire site is within the city limits of the City of Alamosa and is zoned commercial. The
present use is conforming.

4.4 BUILDING CODE COMPLIANCE

The City of Alamosa has adopted the Uniform Building Code, 1991. Recommended work on
Saint Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church is intended to follow the requirements of this code.
Electrical recommendations are in accordance with the National Electrical Code, and fire
protection recommendations are in accordance with NFPA 91. Plumbing recommendations are
in accordance with the Uniform Plumbing Code, 1991.

According to the UBC, 1991:

Both buildings (the Parish Hall and Sanctuary) are Type V-N construction.

The Sanctuary and most of the Parish Hall is Occupancy Type A-3

The Office in the Parish Hall is Occupancy Type B-2.

No mixed occupancy separations are required between A-3 and B-2.

Actual areas: A-3: 2913 sf; B-2: 2460 sf

Courtyard walls are exempt from fire-resistive requirements because they are only one story tall
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(per Section 504c).

Total population of Parish Hall: 120

Total population of Sanctuary: 108

Proposed design plan provides adequate exits for entire population of Sanctuary, Parish Hall, and
the Vestibule/ Lounge connection.

According to UPC, 1991:

Assuming that Sanctuary and Parish Hall are not occupied at the same time, existing restrooms
adequately serve current population. Proposed design plan provides adequate restroom facilities
for entire population, even during simultaneous use. The restrooms shown in the proposed plan
are also A.D.A. compliant.

4.5 ACCESSIBILITY COMPLIANCE

The property is not in compliance with the American Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines.
Currently, no accessible route is present into the Parish Hall. Only two restrooms are present in
this building, and neither is accessible according to the A.D.A.A.G. The ramp built over original
stairs leading into the Sanctuary does not comply with A.D.A.A.G. requirements, because it is
sloped too steeply, has no curbs, and does not have acceptable, code compliant handrails.

Mark M. Jones Associates, Architects, LLC has undertaken a complete design analysis of
Sanctuary, Parish Hall, and the hall connecting them for better access and compliance.
Solutions to the accessibility challenges and a complete proposed design follow.

PROPOSED RENOVATION DESIGN

The design most importantly will be in keeping with the original historic features of the Parish
Hall and Sanctuary. Any exterior elements will be of stucco with either flat or sloped barrel clay
tile roofing. The new interior construction will be finished with floor, wall, and ceiling
treatments similar to the existing finishes in the Parish Hall and Sanctuary.

The first element proposed is the introduction of new access points to the building. A wide stair
will bring in ambulatory congregants from the courtyard area. Another stair and a ramp will
allow an accessible entry from the parking lot area. Centered between the Sanctuary and the
Parish Hall will be a new vestibule and a gracious lounge area with seating and coffee tables. An
element (either in the form of a ceiling soffit or a change in floor materials) will indicate the
historic separation between the Parish Hall lounge and the link to the Sanctuary (the former
exterior of the building). The centrally located foyer/ hall will also access two new A.D.A.
restrooms at north end of boiler room. An appropriate A.D.A. ramp will bridge the Sanctuary
and the Parish Hall. The kitchen will be renovated to make a more suitable work triangle, and to
include fixtures required by health codes. The existing restroom in the Parish Hall will be
renovated and updated, and one Sunday school classroom will be converted into another
accessible restroom.

The proposed new renovation plan is shown on the following page.
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5.0 PRESERVATION PLAN

5.1 PRIORITIZED WORK

PRIORITY 1: Structural Reinforcement and Roofing

Remove ceiling in Sanctuary and bring walls back into plumb, following instructions in section
3.4 of this report, and additional instructions from structural engineer. At this juncture, replace
trusses.

Move furniture to the Parish Hall. Then, remove roofing, sheathing, and the trusses themselves.
Install new trusses, adequately sized to support clay tile roofing. Sheathe roof with approved
plywood sheathing. Build proper soffit and eave detail, per architect’s construction documents

Install mechanical ventilation system above sacristy, with new ducting through Sanctuary
trusses. Remove asphalt roofing from Parish Hall. Remove and replace any dry-rotted or
deficient wood trim and eave and soffit boards on both buildings. Re-roof the Parish Hall, the
Sanctuary, and the vestibule between them concurrently, using barrel shaped Spanish terra cotta
clay tile. Tile should not be painted but should remain its natural sienna color.

Install new ceiling in Sanctuary at underside of trusses, following historical profile. Re-install
decorative wood beam and all suspended lighting. Paint all interior walls and ceiling in
Sanctuary.

PRIORITY 2: Exterior Renovations

Refurbish all windows and doors throughout both buildings. Install new stair and stoop at west
side of Parish Hall, with appropriate period iron railings. Clean and repair exterior tile entrance
surround and replace tiles as necessary. With restoration cleaner and scrapers, remove all paint
from both buildings, as it is non-breathable paint. Clean all stucco. Apply finish coat stucco
where necessary on both buildings. Repair any holes in perimeter wall. Scrape paint from
perimeter wall, and repair stucco. Repair perimeter entry gate.

PRIORITY 3: Site Drainage and Archaeology

Install new french drain and drainage system west of Sanctuary and in parking lot. Install gravel
border and flexible drainage pipe at the courtyard perimeter. Install new trench drain along the
curb line, routing the water out to the street gutter. While excavation is undertaken for the
drains, a historical archaeologist will be monitoring the site for any artifacts.

PRIORITY 4: Electrical System

Install new electrical service entry. Remove and replace existing electrical system with a single
phase 200 amp service in the boiler room. Remove existing circuit breaker and fuse box. Install
historic lighting in Parish Hall.

PRIORITY 5: Fire Protection
Install new fire detection and alert system. Install wet pipe fire sprinkler system throughout both
buildings.
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PRIORITY 6: Interior Redesign

Remove all volunteer foliage between the parish hall and the beauty salon. Perform selective
demolition and construction necessary to create vestibule space between Parish Hall and
Sanctuary per architect’s plans. Minimize impact of demolition on original structures. Install
new ramp behind Sanctuary. Construct new linkage hallway between Parish Hall and Sanctuary
behind kitchen per architect’s plans. Renovate kitchen as required, including new three-
compartment sink and hand sink and a new kitchen hood above stoves. Replace the existing
domestic water heater with a new domestic hot water storage tank/ heat exchanger. Install
smoke detectors in each room. Reinstall gas meters for both the church and the adjacent beauty
parlor.

PRIORITY 7: ADA Restroom Modifications

Bring restroom at east side of Parish Hall up to A.D.A.A.G. compliance, and add one additional
restroom in Parish Hall directly adjacent to existing restroom, and add two additional restrooms
at north end of boiler room. All restrooms should receive appropriate fixtures and accessories,
such as grab bars, to make them completely compliant with the A.D.A. Finish all restrooms with
tile on floor and wainscot, and hall floor with carpet.

PRIORITY 8: Parish Hall and Stage Preservation

Remove acoustic tile ceiling system at Parish Hall. Restore dormers and dormer windows.
Refinish ceiling plaster where necessary. Use temporary torchier lights at this time. Remove
acoustic tile ceiling system and all non-original walls at stage area. Patch affected areas to match
original. Remove carpet flooring at stage area and in the body of the Parish Hall. Restore wood
flooring throughout entire Parish Hall. Remove paint from all interior walls and ceiling in Parish
Hall, and restore original stucco-like plaster surface. Clean all surfaces. Fashion and install new
folding doors at stage front.

PRIORITY 9: Mechanical System
Install new heating radiator and temperature zone for the office. Install new overhead ventilation
and air conditioning system in Parish Hall, including a second boiler in the boiler room.

5.2 PHASING PLAN

Preliminary Phasing Plan, developed by Saint Thomas Church Committee

Priorities 1 through 3 2004
Priorities 4 and 5 2005
Priorities 6 through 8 2006
Priority 9 2007 Forward

5.3 ESTIMATE OF PROBABLE COST OF CONSTRUCTION

Historic Structure Assessments are by nature conceptual and do not include plans and
specifications sufficient to develop actual quantity takeoffs for purposes of cost estimating. As,
such, this is approached as a conceptual budgeting effort, based on the level of detail available.
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Consequently, contingencies ranging from 20% to 30% have been included in each item. A&E
fees are also included.

PRELIMINARY BUDGET

Construction Priorities 2004 As scheduled*
PRIORITY 1: Structural Reinforcement and Roofing $129,000 $129,000
PRIORITY 2: Exterior Renovations $29,600 $29,600
PRIORITY 3: Site Drainage and Archaeology $11,960 $11,960
PRIORITY 4: Electrical System $31,000 $32,550
PRIORITY 5: Fire Protection $33,750 $35,440
PRIORITY 6: Interior Redesign $61,400 $67,690
PRIORITY 7: ADA Restroom Modifications $32,600 $35,940
PRIORITY 8: Parish Hall and Stage Preservation $19,000 $20,950
PRIORITY 9: Mechanical System $25,650 $29,700
TOTALS: $373,960 $392,830
Square Footage, Total 5431 5431

Cost per Square Foot $69/sf $72/sf

*As scheduled in phasing plan above. Construction costs are presumed to increase
five percent per year, compounded.

6.0 PHOTOS AND ILLUSTRATIONS
Photos and illustrations appear where applicable within the text in each section of the report.
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8.0 APPENDICES

8.1 MEASURED DRAWINGS
Original architects’ drawings and measured drawings are included in Section 2.3 and in
annotated form as appropriate in the text.

8.2 HISTORIC DOCUMENTS
On pages to follow.

8.3 HISTORIC NEWSPAPERS
On pages to follow.
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INTRODUCTION

Burggraaf Associates has been commissioned to provide a scope of work and
estimated costs for mechanical and electrical improvements for the St. Thomas
Episcopal Church in Alamosa, Colorado. We met with Chris Lobas of Mark M. Jones
Associates and Mr. Mack McFadden on Wednesday, May 23, 2003 to examine the
building and to discuss the Owners’ desires for the structure.

Our comments and recommendations are intended to document the existing
mechanical and electrical systems presently in the building, identify equipment and
systems which are deficient and determine the requirements for new mechanical and
electrical systems which will need to be installed in order to ensure the habitability of the
building for the future. We have provided an opinion of probable cost associated with
each of the systems.

The existing church facility was built in two different parts over the course of several
years. The sanctuary was constructed first and then the parish hall was added. The
original design may have anticipated the addition, however, as the heating boiler plant
and the power service entry are centrally located in the parish hall and the installation
appears to have been rather seamless. As with any building of this age, there have
been changes to the mechanical and electrical systems over time. The heating boiler,
some of the plumbing fixtures and parts of the electrical distribution and lighting systems
has obviously been changed from the original construction. The workmanship where
changes have been made is generally good.

Water and sewer services enter the building from Fourth Street on the south. Gas
extends from the alley on the north to two meters in an exterior corridor between the
sanctuary and the parish hall. Gas piping for one of the meters is then routed through
the Parish Hall boiler room and then north along the east exterior wall to the beauty
salon to the northeast of the Parish Hall. Power extends overhead from a utility pole in
the alley north of the property. Telephone service also extends into the building
overhead from the north alley.

Presently, all of the mechanical, plumbing and electrical systems in the building are
functional and are in reasonable repair given the age of the systems. The electrical
service entry and distribution systems have outlived their useful life and should be
considered for replacement. In addition, there are issues with the ventilation systems
and current codes for assembly type occupancies which should be addressed during
any significant re-model work.
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UTILITY SYSTEMS

Presently, the water service comes from Fourth Street on the south of the building and
extends in the crawl space under the Parish Hall to the boiler room on the north side of
the building. We were not able to verify the size, but believe that it that itis 1". The
service is adequate in size and the Owner’s representative did not indicate that there
are any leaks in the system at this time. The existing service entry appears to be
galvanized steel. After the boiler room, all visible domestic water piping appears to be
copper. The water service also serves a lawn sprinkler system which is on a timer type
control.

The waste system discharges south to the city sanitary sewer in Fourth Street. Most of
the building sewer system is visible in the crawl space under the Parish Hall and
appears to be in good condition.

The gas service into the building is only used for the boiler. The installation is in good
condition and appears to be adequate for the intended use. Of greater concern is the
gas piping for the beauty parlor which is routed through the mechanical room of the
Parish Hall. Although the installation appears to be in good condition, the result is two
unnecessary penetrations of the exterior walls of the mechanical room and a potential
liability / easement issue. We recommend that the piping be re-routed, preferably from
a separate meter location next to the beauty parlor building.

The electrical service entry after the meter appears to be part of the original building
construction. The existing exterior service disconnect is 100 amp, 240 volt, 1 phase.
Given the potential assembly type uses of the Parish Hall, the electrical service should
also be increased to 200 amps at 240 volt, 1 phase.

The telephone service entrance is overhead and enters the building from the alley on
the north. It appears to be functional and does not need repair or replacement at this
time.

We estimate that the cost of re-installing the gas meter for the beauty parlor will be
approximately $ 3,000.

We estimate the cost of a new electrical service entry will be approximately $ 3,000.

MECHANICAL HEATING SYSTEM

The heating system for both buildings is hydronic, driven by a gas fired cast iron boiler
in the Parish Hall boiler room. Heating water is distributed to three zones as follows, (1)
former stage / meeting room in the Parish Hall, (2) the remainder of the Parish Hall, and
(3) the Sanctuary. Cast iron radiators are used as terminal equipment. The office
space located on the east wall of the Parish Hall also makes use of an electric heater.
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In general, the heating system appears to be in good condition. The cast iron boiler
should continue to be adequate to provide for the existing heating needs of the building
for another 10-15 years. We did not see any signs of leakage in the overall piping
system, suggesting that it is in good condition and will be for the foreseeable future.
The thermostat zones being used are adequate and appropriate with the possible
exception of the office space being heated with electric baseboard. It is likely that the
electric baseboard is being used due to the office space being on a zone which would
normally be off when the office is occupied. This may be remedied by providing a
radiator for the office and adding an additional zone to serve this space.

We estimate the cost of adding a heating radiator and a temperature zone for the office
to be $2,000.

MECHANICAL VENTILATION SYSTEM

There are presently no ventilation systems in use in the building. Neither of the
buildings meets current building codes which require that either building openings equal
1/20th of the floor space or that mechanical ventilation be provided.

In the case of the sanctuary, the operable windows and doors have an area of 56 S.F.;
approximately 8 S.F. shy of the required area. Given the relatively light use of the
sanctuary and the lack of space available in the existing structure for the installation of a
mechanical ventilation system, we do not recommend installation. If desired by the
congregation, it is possible that a ventilation system could be installed in the ceiling
space above the Sacristy with the ductwork being extended into the Sanctuary during
the proposed roof / ceiling re-construction (see the Architectural / Structural
recommendations).

The windows in the Parish Hall are all fixed. As such, only the front doors are available
to meet the code requirements for ventilation. These fall well short of the required
areas. Given our understanding of the congregation’s desire to increase the use of the
Parish Hall for public functions, we recommend the installation of a mechanical
ventilation system in this area. The system would be composed of a fan coil unit
installed in the ceiling space of the Parish Hall with outside air being supplied via a roof
hood or other architecturally appropriate opening. In addition, a kitchen hood should be
provided with the ranges being relocated as required to a central location under the
hood. The use of the fan coil unit in the Parish Hall would provide for ventilation, make-
up air to the kitchen hood and supplementary heating as required. Installation of a
ventilation system would increase the amount of heating required for the Parish Hall
(due to the requirement to heat the increased outside air). This would likely require the
installation of a second heating water boiler.

We estimate the cost of installing a ventilation system in the ceiling space of the
Sacristy will be $ 4,000.
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We estimate the cost of installing an overhead ventilation system (including a second
boiler in the boiler room) in the Parish Hall will be $ 12,000.

We estimate that the cost of installing a kitchen hood in the kitchen will be $ 7,500.

MECHANICAL COOLING SYSTEM

The building does not have a mechanical cooling system of any kind. Given the
proposed future use of the Parish Hall for assembly type occupancies, some
consideration should be given to providing for a future cooling option in this area. The
ventilation system noted above would have the capability to add cooling without
significant additional costs.

The lower level of use in the Sanctuary combined with lower lighting levels and
relatively small glazing areas results in a much lower heat gain to the space. Our
discussion with Mr. McFadden suggested that cooling has not been a problem in this
area and we don’t recommend the installation of mechanical cooling.

Provided that the mechanical ventilation systems noted previously are installed, we
estimate that the addition of cooling in the Parish Hall will cost approximately $ 5,000.

DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICES

The original domestic water piping in the building appears to have been galvanized
steel. Subsequent areas which have been remodeled have seen the use of copper
tubing. Where visible, the galvanized steel appears to be in relatively good condition.

The waste and vent piping system is cast iron and appears to be in good condition.

There are a limited number plumbing fixtures in the building, comprising two toilet rooms
and the kitchen area. Whereas the plumbing fixtures are in generally good condition,
neither of the toilet rooms are ADA and the kitchen does not meet general health
department standards with regards to having a three compartment sink and a hand sink.

The domestic hot water heater is a 40 gallon, 40 MBH gas fired unit with relatively
limited make-up capacity.

Should future congregational plans include more serving functions, we recommend that
the kitchen be remodeled to include the use of a three compartment sink and a hand

sink as a minimum. Additional consideration should be given to the use of a dishwasher
and a larger capacity domestic hot water heater. The existing water heater may have a
remaining life of 5-10 years. Its replacement (either as an upgrade or as a replacement
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due to system failure) should be a domestic hot water storage tank / heat exchanger
which is heated by the heating water boiler. This will significantly increase the overall
capacity of the domestic hot water system which would be in keeping with the intent to
have greater use of the kitchen.

At least one of the restrooms should be remodeled for ADA use. Further evaluation
should be done to determine the code required number of restroom fixtures needed for
the building as a whole.

We estimate the cost of remodeling the kitchen to provide for a three compartment sink
and a hand sink will be $ 3,000.

We estimate the cost of replacing the existing domestic water heater with a domestic
hot water storage tank / heat exchanger will be $ 1,000.

We estimate the cost of adding additional restroom facilities will be $ 1,000 per fixture.

FIRE SUPPRESSION - SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

The building does not have a fire suppression system in place. A system could be
relatively easily installed in the current configuration of the Parish Hall and could be
installed as a part of the proposed roof remodel of the Sanctuary. The installation would
require that the water service into the building be upgraded to 4" in order to have
adequate water flow. We are not aware of any code requirements to install the sprinkler
system. As such, we recommend that the Congregation discuss the option, particularly
with regards to potential insurance savings.

In the event that a sprinkler system is installed, we estimate the cost to be $ 20,000.

ELECTRICAL PANELS and DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

From the exterior meter, the electrical service is extended to a 100 amp load center
which apparently replaced a fuse box which was part of the original construction. This
load center serves the sanctuary directly and the Parish Hall kitchen and Parish Hall
proper through an additional load center and original fuse box respectively. Some of
the original building wiring is visible at the main distribution load center. It appears to be
cloth covered and suggests the need to replace the overall building distribution system.
The load centers and fuse box systems have served out their useful life and should also
be replaced. In particular, the fuse box does not have a “dead-front” and is a hazard to
any one looking to change a fuse.

We recommend that a single 200 amp, 1 phase panel board be installed in the boiler
room. This panel board should be used to re-feed all existing circuitry in the building.
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Where absolutely necessary, existing wiring could be re-used. This should, however,
be kept to an absolute minimum.

We estimate the cost of re-wiring the building will be $20,000.

LIGHTING SYSTEMS

Lighting systems through both buildings are a mixture of fluorescent and incandescent.
The lighting systems in the Sanctuary are generally incandescent and match the use of
the space. The lighting systems in the Parish Hall have by and large been converted to
fluorescent. Although, we did not see any significant in-adequacies, there may be
areas, where period type fixtures may be desired to re-establish the historical
significance of the buildings.

FIRE DETECTION SYSTEM

The building does not presently have a central fire detection system and neither did we
see any local smoke detectors. Given that there can be significant unoccupied periods
in the building of this type, we recommend the installation of a complete fire detection
system with a central station dial up capability. As with the fire sprinkler system, this
modification should be reviewed with the Church’s insurance carrier for premium cost
savings. The roof and ceiling work being considered as a part of the historical
renovation make this an ideal time to install a fire detection system.

We estimate the cost of installing a fire detection system to be $ 5,000.

TELEPHONE / DATA SYSTEM

The telephone service entry is on the north side of the Parish Hall. It appears to be
adequate for present use and should only be upgraded if the Congregation’s plans
include a significant increase in telephone / data services in the future. In that case, we
recommend that the service entrance be re-located to the east wall of the boiler room
and that a central phone / data system be installed in the boiler room.

MECHANICAL / ELECTRICAL DESIGN FEES

Design fees will range from 6% to 10% of the construction costs depending on the
construction administration requirements.
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REYNOLDS ENGINEERING COMPANY

21626 CR AA.5 -- ALAMOSA, COLORADO 81101
PHONE / FAX: 719-274-3218

MEMORANDUM
May 14, 2003
TO: Christopher Lobas
FROM: Martin Reynolds
RE: St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Alamosa, CO

This memorandum summarizes my review and our discussion relative to the sagging
roof and splayed walls on the sanctuary building of the St. Thomas Episcopal Church
on 4th Street in Alamosa, CO

During our field review of the building on April 18th, we observed the roof sagging
throughout approximately the middle 2/3 of the building. We also observed the east
and west walls splayed vertically. A visual inspection of the roof trusses indicated that
the truss members are 2” x 6” lumber and each of the trusses has a 2” x 6” collar tie and
a queen post. The roof slope is 6:12 with trusses spaced at approximately 24”o.c. It
was observed that the trusses were only toe nailed to the top plate of the wall without a
bird mouth cut or metal clip of any kind. Access and inspection of the trusses was
limited to the north end of the attic at a location where there has been no failure of the
roof or wall sections. Preliminary load calculations indicate that the trusses as designed
should be able to support roof loads including clay tile with a 40 psf snow load.

Because we were unable to gain access to the area of the roof with visual sagging failure
we were not able to determine if these trusses were constructed in manner similar to the
trusses at the north end of the attic. Because of the visual sagging failure, it appears that
either the truss members or the connections have failed. This could only be verified
with access to these trusses.

If the truss members or the connections have failed, we discussed one solution may be
to bolt a steel plate on each side of the truss members, forming a composite member
with much greater strength than the wood members. There would be several
complications with this procedure including re-straightening the sagging top members
of the trusses to conform to a straight line of the steel plate.
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After more discussion it was decided to contact a local contractor for comparable prices
to install steel plates to the members, relative to completely replacing the roof with pre-
manufactured trusses designed for the anticipated loading including clay tile.

If the initial cost estimates are reasonable close, it is my recommendation that a
complete new roof system be installed as I believe there would be fewer complications
during construction and a better final product.

Particular attention should be paid to the connection of the trusses to the top plate of
the wall as a part of any new construction.
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St. Thomas Parish 38™ Anniversary Memoir, 1915:
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ST, THOMAS PARISH CELEERATES ITS 38th ARNIVESSARY

8¢. Thomas' parish of the Episcopal Church will celebrate 1ta

thirty-eighth anniversary on Sunday next, St, Thomas Day, December 21,
On that day thirty-eight years ago the Rev, Inmetville Honeyman arrived
in Alamosa to take charge of the mission just organized and by request
of Bishop John F, Spalding, bishop of Colorado, The bishop had sev-
eral times visited Alamosa for services, coming into the vealley &8s
early as 1274, and he had organized a miseion at the request of sev-
eral residents of the town, Rev, William Honeyman held his first
gervice, the service of holy communion on Christmas Day, 18281, It was
held in the Ooccidental building, then standing st the cornmer of Main
and State Streets, where the new Alawosa National Bank Bullding 1s in
sourse of erection under the direction of one of our parish wardens,
Alexander Oliver, Probably owing to Mr, Honeyman's arrival in the
towm on St, Thomas' Day, the church built in 1882 wae dedicated to

8¢, Thomas, The town board gave the site for the new church corner
of State and Fourth, On thie site was built s rectory in October
1881, at a cost of §548.11 of which Bishop Spalding contributed $200;
Grace Ohurch, Colorado Springs, sz; and the balsnce was reised in

the town, When thbe church was built it cost §976.24 inoluding building,
ge'n and an organ, Bishop Spalding contributed §370, the St, Thomas
uild, $340, and emall contritutions were sent from Oolorado Springe
and Piedmont N. J. The rectory was later replaced by a brick house
with modern inprovamants through the joint efforts of 8t, Margarets'
and §t, Thomee' Guilds and the old rectory became the Guild Hsll, The
firet baptiem recorded Rev, Melville Honeyman was that of Samuel Eegser
King, baptised April 9, 1882, His first confirmation class was ocon-
firmed by Bishop Spalding Maroh 19, 1882, and coneieted of Olara E,
Gladhbill, ¥ay E, Haskins, Laura A, Mason, John L, Phillips, George W.
Stout, 8. K, Young, C, K, King, Carrie E, King and & 1ittle later
Catherine Blackmore, His first marrisge wae at the reotory April 25,
1883, of Christopher Lamoreaux and May Richardson,

Rev, Honeyman built a log ochurch at La Jars dedicated to All
Sainta and opened for service on June 21, 1885, He resigned December,
1825, and was succeeded by Rev, Amos Bannister during whose rectorate
the church was enlarged mnd two 2dditional lots secured, Reverend
Bannister held the charge from January 1, 1886, to February 1892,
During nie ministry of six yeare he recorded fifty-six baptisme indi-
cating the steady growth of the mission, He reaigned to accept the
parish of Ohrist Church, Denver,

The Rev, W. D, Oone became rector in May, 1892, On May 8, 1893,
he married one of his parishioners, Elizabeth Mary Booth, Their
daugnter, Agnes Virginia, was baptised in Februsry, 1897, Rev, Mr,
Cone wag & devoted priou‘ and missionary and the work prospered under
his cars, Several of the furnishings in the church are the work of
his hands, In the list of burlal gervices recorded by him we find
“Unknown Man, burned to death July 4, 1895," "Charles H, Emerson,
town marshal, died January 21, 1895, of bullet wound," ®"James Stuart
Reed, Presbyterian Ninister, died February 2%, of pnéumonia, aged 57.°
Since Rev, Mr, Cone's resignation in 1597, the parish has been perved
by the following prieste:

Rev, R, E, Pendleton, from Mgy to Fovember, 1898; tie Rev., John
W. Heal, December 1, 1898 to September, 1£39; the Rev. W, C. Wise,
vio died July 17, 1902; the Rev. John H, Molinesux toox charge
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8t, Thomes Paxrish Celebrates ite 38th Anniversary

September 1, 1902, During hie ministry plang were drawn for a new
stone ohurch in the Spanish style of architecture to seat 300 people
and the estimated cost at that time wase $6,000,

D, Molineux was succeeded by Rev, F, W, Roberts, the Rev,
Carroll ¥, Burck, from March 10 to December, 1905, Algernon T, Brown
to the end of 1906; A, G, Harrison to April 1, 1909, W, P, Re
to 1907; Joseph E, Dariing, December 5, 1909, to January 23, 1914;
Henry J, Johnson, February 11, 1814 %o ¥arch 1, 1916; G, H, Sumner,
June to Beptember, 1917 to January 1, 1918; James MacLaughlin, June
to December, 1918, the present rector assumed charge March 1, of
this year,

One interesting feature in the development of the mission has
been the 8t, Thomas Guild, Aes far back as 1882, it was well organized
and providing the funde for the parish,

In the begimning of 1882 William A, D, Mason was treasurer, On
May &, 1882, Mr, George Stout beocame tressurer and Charlotte L. A.
Garvin, secretary, the membership st that date included Meedames
Stout, Haskinge, Samson, Garvin, King, Willis, Day, Honeyman, Gerteisen
and McKelvey,

In 1882 the Guild bought an organ for the church and they provided
music for the choir, Gounod's communion services being sung at Easter
of that year, They also provided chandeliers for the church and
altar vestments, besides raleing larger part of the clorgynan'a ealary,
For over thirty-eight years the women of St, Thomas' Cuild have worked
harmoniously and with fervent zesl to promote the good works of the
parish, The Guild is now a potent fagtor for good in the community
and active in its service to the church, The president is Mr, John
Simons, During these years, the women have raiged nearly a thousand
dollars, lncluding several hundred dollars for the furnishing of the
rectory, The membership is over forty and any one willing to help in
the zood work of the Guild is eligible for membership,

The parizh has served the community well in the past and 1e more
efficient than ever under the leadership of the present rector, the
Rev, J. Attwood Stansfield, He organized a vestry last June and the
personnel of the veetry assures the development of the parish to meet
g?z growth of the town, Werdene are Dr, C, A, Davlin and Alexander

ver,

Vestrymen, Dr, C, L, Orr, Herbert Taylor, Benry 0, Mullins, Dr
C. E, ¥orse, L, B, Oleen, Jack Gerteisen, A, F, Bethman, B, T, ibxnon,
secretary and John A, Bassett, treasurer, The vestry have recently
voted to raise the salary of the rector so that be may have an
agsigtant, who will relieve him of the work in the missions of the
v;1ley and leave him free to devote most of his time to the parish
of Alamosa,

The cholr 1s vested and is now under the direction of Miss Vinger
with Mr, MacThompson &e organiet,

The new parish program includes the renovation snd enlargement
of the church, a new pipe organ, new pews snd the erection of a new
parigh and community house around which will be centered the social
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8t., Thomas Parieh Celsbrates its 38th Anniversary -3

1ife of the parish, The Sundsy School of religious education is to be
developed on up-to-date linee, with a modern equipment, The rector is
superintendent of the school, Chrissie Taylor, secretary, snd Mary E,
Olsen, organist, Teachers are ¥r, F, Rines, ﬁary Orr, Irma Morrell,
Winifred Hatfield and Jack Simons,

All pereone without a church home are invited to attend and avail
themselves of the privileges of the parish, a glad hand will be ex-
tended to sll to attend the anniversary services next Sunday at 11 =.m,
and at 7:45 p.m, The church aims to serve the community &e beet it
can, The rector offers his services to all, especially the sick and
lonely, Hie telephone is 196, Every Wednesday afterncon a friendly
cup of tea is served to all comers at the rectory, on Fourth Street,
near the chureh,
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Program for New Sanctuary Consecration, 1930:

Consecration of

St. Thomas' Church

October 5th 1930
Alamosa, Colorado
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THE ORDER FOR THE
DEDICATION
of

St. Thomas' Episcopal Church

Alamoss, Colorado,
RFE

OFFICIANT

The Rt Rev. Frod Ingley, 8 T. D, D. D.
Bishop Coadjutor.

Processional Hymn - - - - = = =« = = 457
General Confesslon - - - - =« =« <« « page8§
Venite, -~ +« - - =« <« =« hymnal page 727, tune 8,
Beripture Lesson,

Jubllate, - - - - - - hymnal page 742, tune 27.
Apostles Creed, - =~ - - =+ = =+ « = page 15,
Prayers, - - - =+ = =+« =« =+ « =« - pagell
Hymn - = - = = =« =« =« « =« = = = 464
Consecration Service - - - - <« =« =« page 009,
Hymn -« -« « <« =« « « « <« <« <« - 2
Sermon - - - - - - - - - Bishop Ingley.

Offertory, Anthem by the cholr.
“Praise Ye The Father"—Gounod.
Closing Prayers.
Recesslonal Hymn - - - - <« - « < . B3
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HISTORY OF ST. THOMAS' CHURCH

The Rt, Rev. J, F. Spaulding vinited Alamosa and held
services on various occasions.

The Rev. M. Honeyman held his first serviee Dec.
25th, 1861 In the Occidental Bullding.

Oct. 23, 1882 a Rectory was bullt at a cost of $548.11.

The Town Counecil donated three lots with condition
that a Church be built within 18 months.

The Misslon was organized Jan. 16, 1882 under the
name of St. Thomax, an the first incumbent was ordalned
to the Diaconate on St. Thomas' Day, Dec, 215t, 1881

mnrstreeordedbspﬂsmmthatotOnneuay
King, Feb, 12, 1882

Blshop Spaulding confirmed a class of elght on March
19, 1882,

The Rev, Mr. Honeyman performed the marriage ser-
vice for Christpher Lamorenux, and May Richardson, on
April 25th, 1883,

On Jan. 22, 1882 the first funeral service was held

mmndtorthebnﬂdin‘o!the(!hmhmlwwd
1881 and the Church was completed the following year.

There have boen 22 Rectors connected with the
Church since Its inception,

Tbehstoervleeinlheold(:hmhmm.!nne&h.
1050,
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.- z i e : Eni: .'A-.'"z".)
Old Church Torn Down 7%,
at Alamosa, Colo., erected forty-nine years ago ot adobe, brick
and boards, has been torn down to make room for a filling sta-
tion. Funds from the lease of the site will finance the building |
of & new church, of Spanish design.

Alamosa Adobe Church,
Erected Half Century

= -~
».Jllhmfllvdl._’

- Alamosi; Colo, ‘June 14— Andtiier | worship, bullt oa the Spanizh 1ype of

mll-knowu bullding of ylonm days
lu‘sou!.h.cinqul Qolondo hu pusod

meted fowty‘-ninn years ngo at what
is now one of the principal busi.
ness centers and in that period was
on the outskirtz of the town. The
old housa of -worship, one of the
fMirst to be built in southern Colo-
rado, was made of 8 combination of
adobe brick and boards. It 1s.to be
repiaced with n modern auto service
compnny filling station to be estab-
lished by 8 nationally known nil com-
pany under n ten-year lease.

The church had in 1926 built what
is known as a parish house imme-
diately foining the old bpilding to
the west. This has been used not
only  for church purposes, but for
Rotary and Kiwanis club meetings,
and for general munfolpal. dinners.
it 1s an ornate building of Spanish
design, highly ornamental as well
s useful, The adjoining lot to the
west also was owned by the Epleco-
pal copgregation.

LEASE FUNDS WILL -
FINANCE NEW. CHURCH. W

Taking advantage of this fact und
backed' by the board of trustees,
Rev, Harry S Konmuly. rector of
the church, unugu! for the build.

g i et

architecture, In which to wership,
The demolishing and al of
the debris. ot -tho. churc] mld
: {ho most unique sssortment of
a0 well-ba imagined.

100 WHISKY BOTTLES,
ARE UNEARTHED.,

Beneath the foundation of the
floor of the old adobe and frame
bullding the workmen found, among
others, the following articles:

Mora than 100 old-brand whiss,
and beer bottles, a pair of old-fagh-
ioned crulches three sete of coal ofl
famps apd brackets more than Ffifty
years old, but in an excellent state
of preservation; square lamp chim-
neys that have not been manufac-
tured in over a half century: a
broken half crutch; copies of news-
papers so old that they crumpled
when exposed to the air, and a car-
penter's smoothing - plane, probably
a hundred years old.

When the church was built In
1881 s cornerstone was Iald in which
2 box containing various messages
of the parishioners and copies of
newspapers of that date wes placed
Workmen have not as yo! been able
to unearth this old receptacle, but
hops to In excavating the foundation
this coming week.

Meanwhile Rev. Harry B Kennady,
rector, i preserving the various rel-
fez  uncovered by the workmen—

- | with the ption of the emptly bot-

tlea that one time contained choice

‘llqum Hgnyuthamhulmdt

ly | even in the matter of pmervin.

aptiques,
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By JENNIE DORRIS BURRELL
—_—

Christias  folowsbip ang
Bowme life even aguisgt’

of A

9‘!"‘

pss | [Daddy” PRUlipe.

e ALAMOSA. COLORADO

MEMORIES OF OLD ST. THOMAS CHURCH

REWYEDASCORNI‘RSI‘ONEISFOUND
~ WHEN OLD. BUILDING IS RAZED

Witn, " restng of Bt, Thamas|new suttlemont

chureh \and ‘dlscovery of . the  old | Valley, came m-‘:ho ?:t.a::lo?:

Qorner sloke and relica of s half|with Bigh idesly of Mie und aocisty

century ‘age, it sesma Atting ot this|al Jarge, They satabliadod, gulekly

Hme to Teview o memory, Incidents iz the communities &y which they

choso to lve, fine schools with cer-

USed teachers pad chorchies of the

lv;:rou- creeds for the bonefit

rogeny &

carey :n ‘,u: ..l.d ‘3:::“:"‘;“110“ Qaryin, minersloiogiot and sa-
cRltured sayor, | Huakine, wita of Dr, B, ¥

odds.

Tpey alpo yulorced tho Jaws same- | S4WPI0, alvil oogioser, Stout, wite

:;n: :: - n‘nu -u‘ur. but wity
W ex )
o Grecman 7 8

di

8o u-o-l wity the touuh; ot
: migslon

gved hy iba young. !
mmn for {perved nas God-father to many bap-

fleld and Blakop Co-sdjutor Ingley.
) Ameng the earllest plomcar wom-
#n who courageously sasisted in es-
ladlishing  amd  bullding the Bt
us parish wore Musdames Wil
lla, wite at G. A. Willls, realtor und
mmnn agent, Ouﬂn. wite ot

Hsekies, Saxmpson, ‘wite ot C. 3.

of George Stout, atage-conch driver
e from Alumosa to Del Norte, Engley,
wite of Attorney Bugene Eoglay sad
(8o’ Mispes Bootdb, daughters of Dr,
Wi Bootk,

.. Later mapy prominent families of
uu commually kave -uuuun the
parlal 1n it e@grt of tidlug

» Have
Through the years following the
founding of S¢. Thomes church the

erends Hooneymoon, Banulater, Conw,
Douglas, Wise, Molljpeass, BDurke,
Harrtedn

| Cecistian M|Q.ut gaod tellows)

R e e Ak e oo il
1

An w.‘ Charncter

Thymea smq Eechool reglo
tery) o tstanding clarncter, the
h;o'n”:u L. Phillips who sarved as
8,°8, superjutendant for sbout twen-
ty-live yosrs, taterior to the welfare
and wishey 0f his clpeses aud pro-
yidiag oftéa from’ bis ows peckaet
thy mesos for entertalament and
rewerd, eoposdally a¢ she Chrlatwas
sespond.  He wag boloved by all and

thams, - He' was famllierly called

The writer recalls with mention
ot t.hln mnnble M-Mor, the de-
2 at the
clnmh na the 'ply ‘uu seut trom
Bastern’ pariahes, often New York
wad New Jepsuy which  contribuied

M’M lavishly g wtam mialong and

BAaY | ywag , byill .

teined Rougghold lnens for the Rec-
tor's umﬂ{ nuuu. gloyes, hose,

homo-made
yelyol-tramed ;nlrm':, luum.uu,
o | vmald Bivleg onur bogks. ' The
Inttgr often Qietributed ss prizes for | p g
m‘w-. Urg, Lawia has s mty

f ¢roamer and sugar set;
llo wrugr 8. ww ot "The Holy
Pible” (eopyylett

1548) m ‘i. Palaating sug

#12 tustrationy ;wndwog from the

apd | celedrated Qqqna ,'Qrk of ¢ q:.

Osarge B
Buudon of nou iz &t ‘l’honu
‘histary  wope  Rev, IHomey.
moon who 24w he' 0id church prace
. |ted pog the tioy recjory which. was
later, replsced by, ¢ largor rectory.

small churchos. ** Thelr, boxes can-|parigh,

sera Mk"- ‘dalla,’ toye, farewsl|

soclal enterprise for n
Ing"which™ Ume -
matrone served:
Oeial body. Bt

Luundom\mk L
Hoth the uusesh kad (Ee ssea’
Iuhm hm ﬂon' M way

Buut}tul. agtite gpd dnn"
Taru 3l ¢ St

durieg Rov, Burkp's resid liere,

yaatgd boys' sholr,, Hev, Stanageld
who begutifed the -interioy of thy
\churek and s ground, Rov, Mc¥ulty
who owm Jwhep ihe Quild Hall
J}ﬂ‘- JKopnedy 'btp
Wil "sée the Pew. chupoh. mnd.
(8L Margaret’y Gupg 1= ﬂﬂm
Lowhih “hes (huay vesqie-womon

provementy ¢of the church, Thelr

Rev. Doglya who orgunized the Brat| |

_powu factor” u sepplylng | I
: luadl for varjous' and ' mundry ‘Ime}

asnual buup were o festure of! -

that this: VIWIN‘N‘I totl
unbno !:Q e

pe ‘lphl

e 1;'.&
In m. fiw

Fizley.
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i New Episcopél Church To Be

' Dedicated Here Tomorrow

Bishop Ingley to Give Address at Morning Services
Commencing at 11 o’Clock

Dedication servicea for the new
Episcopal church at the corner of
State and Fourth streeta will be held
 tomorrow when Bishop Ingley malkes
| the main address at the morning ser-
, vice at 11 o'cilock. The entire day will
be given to services and social meet-
ings in honer of the church and the
blshop.

A choral communion service will
start the events at 8 a. m. “We want |
| the members of the parish to be there
to participats,” the Rev, Harry 8. Ken-
nedy, rector, wurged today. Bishop
Ingley will attend and speak.

At this service all the memorials:
which have been given to the church

The

Rev. Kennedy explained. At 10 o'-
clock Bishop Ingley will speak In the

welcome to go through the church at
any time,
Church On Old Site

The new church, built in the style
of the old Spanish missions, is located
on the site of the first Epilscopal
church in Alamosa which was bullt in
1882. The last service was held in it
June B8, 1980. The first in the new
church was held Sept. 7. Bishop
Spaulding held the first HEpiscopal ser-
vices in Alamosa In 1880. The fol-
lowing year the Rev. Mr. Honayman
came as the first rector. Services were
held In the old Oxidental building, un-
til the church was buiit in 1882, The
city council had granted the three lots
at the corner of State and
streets to the church for a bul
with the provision that they erect a
building within 18 months.

The first rectory, built in 1881, was
erocted at a cost of $880, records
show. The Rev. Harry 8. Kennedy,
the present rector, ls the twenty-seo-
ond minister who bas served in the

church school, and at 11 he will do—'m parish,

“The new church gives added room
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R s 2

House of Worship

TSI

o e Bt dohals Btsoopsl: chureh s Lt
loft.in the photo helow, was dedicated at A.lamon, (Mo.,

Sunday. At the right is the parish house/ “Rev, Em 8. Kennedy, rector of the'church, was|
active in promoting the building, Spanish mission ype architecture in the structures exemphﬁes !

. part of the history of the San Luis valley lMle—Phptog'mphs by The Wilhelms, Ahmon. 7

EPISCOPAL

Mnmosa, Colo., Oect, 6.0 An out-
slanding - event in chyrch weircles in
pouth central Colorado was dedi-
ration here Sunday af the recéntly
completed 8t. John's Eplacopal church
Ahat hes repipced the original house
of worship ergoted on an adjoining
site in 1882, or forty-eight yerrs ago
this fall. The new edifice I8 of a
Spanish type of architecture in con-
formity with & -connected parish
housa built four years ago, the two
hufldings have n combined frontage
of shout seventy-five feet on Fourth
street, just off of S8tata atreet on
the northern edge of the h\ulnoss
district.

An  ornamental high  wall, - sur-
mounted with an arched gateway in
the center, surrounds an open ares-
way thru which the waorshipers
reaoh, the anirance to the. church
praper.. - A ted tile roaf covers beth
buildings. The rector's’ -tudy Sun-
day dchool rooms, conférehve rooms
end an ‘auditorium and stage sxe in-
cluded In ‘the éhurch and parteh.
house, a1l equipped and furnished to
meet the needs of ‘the ‘membera. ' A
pipe organ and choir Joft.are two of

CHURCH

OPENED AT ALAMOSA

'muny lumres in the church audi-
torfum.

Rev: Harry 8. Kennedy, rector of
the church, which numbprs among
its membarship many of the most
prominent residents of Alamosa and
this seetion of the state,’ {8 given
much eredit for arcusing the neces-
sary lr.x!er.est to:-obtaln the highly at-

tractive maw house of worship, The

‘firgt church waa & frame atfalr. oc

cupying  the -corner  of “State ‘and
Fourth atréete.  This site was leased
foria filling and sérpice station. =

The dedication of the fiew ehurel
ways featursd by special musical ane
song offerings, the reading of a his
torical sketch of the dctivities<of thi
members during. the Jast forty-eigh
years-and g special - germaon: by (th
Rev. Mr, Kénnedy. Many pioneers whi
rade horseback or. jn horsedraw:
vehicles to celebrate the opening o
the. original Episcopal church wern
prnont at the dedication.
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St. Thomas Episcopal

THE PULBLO CHISFTAIN mmn PUIBLO, COLORADO, FRIDAY, DECIMBIR 23, 1981

Church

celebrates 100th anniversary

Article and Photos Honeyman conducted the
By sbg:uusurm ¢hurch's first baptism oo Feb. 12,
Carrespondest . 1882, when he baptised the infant
f G::cecnay KELng. dluhl;nr of C.hlf‘.

ALAMOSA (C-8J) ~— 5t, Thomas & arrie E. . During
Episcopal Cbur;.b)ramh fs 109 teaure, which Dec. 29, 1885,

years old today and that anniver, Hooeyman baptised 18° persons,

sary was celebrated, slong with an
even more famous birthday du:‘l:E
a Christmas Eve service w
lasted until after midnight,

The present churgh building was < March 1682
“is During: the ‘early days of the
_parish, priests included Robert E.

bullt in 1631 and bishop's wai
Bill Zittle noted that the church

recelves a facelift just about eyery,

50 years, -

The most recent facelift, com<"

ted (n time for the plruh's 100th
trthday, Included " carpet: and
palnt i the church and a lowered
ceiling in the parish hall. A new

$7,200, mare than 10 times the cost” -

of the first church ($876.24 In'1882).
the rectory only cost

$548.11, church recards revealed. ..

Although the Right Rev. J. T,
Spalding, 'hishop of Colorado,
visited Alamosa and held services

on varions occaslons, regulan sere

vices began on Dec, 25, 1881, when .

the Rey. uelvu‘llmegnan. a

+adults,

mostly infants and small children,

- Honeymun was responsible for

confirmation training of eight
lnclud.l:g the gﬂ.nes. who
‘were confirmed by Spalding in

Pendletoa, John Withers Heal, W.

O, Wise and J, Attwood Starisfied.

Tenure for priests then wasa't

Jlong. The Rey. Robert Whiting,

who died in 1877, served St.
Thomas and other parishes in the

is also. - San Luis Valley for about 30 years,  #8
' His widow, Florence, still plays the
cost,of the work is about, Organ at the church almost every

v
The current vicar is the Rev. .
..George Lowis, who also is a speech

professor at Adams State College.
Ironically, Father Lewis isn't the
first Gom'ﬁ Lewis

parish's history. There was

another George Lewis, no relation

to. Father Lewis, who was a
member of the parish in the 1890s,

in the little .

deacon, beld his first’ as The parish, which has always
ciden ullding., ~ been 3 mission, was officlally
ntrvl.cculhe?c u:tn ¢ organized on Jan, 16, 1882, under

Qe

the ature of 12 “‘gentlemen,"
reveal.  The' name St
. Thomas was chosen  beécsuse
" Honeyman had been ordained to
~ the deaconate on St. Thomas Day,
““Dec. 21, 1881,

" 0ddly enough, back in 1882,
i church and state weren't totally
" separate. On Oct. 16, 1882, the
~ Alemosa town council donated the
~<'south half of Lots 17, 18 and 19 of
Block 28 o the lletlgnngh parish,
with the condition that a church be
da

within 18 mooths from that

Soon afterward, Bishop Spald{::

s of the property 75 feet
on State Avenue and 100
feet on Fourth Street.

During the six years that
Honeyman's successor, the Rev,
Amos Bannister, was the church’s
priest, the church was enlarged

The Rey. George Lewls

and two more lots were acquired.
Additions were made to the
rectory.

The current parish hall was bullt
in 1927 during the tenure of the,
Rev. J. Archibald McNulty, It was
used as & moyie theater and for
church plays.
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St. Thomas', Alamosa, celebratesaceniury

By ERIN MACGILLIVEAY SMITH
ALAMOSA — When members of S,
‘Thomas' Church, betd their annual gacuic on
Sept. 12, they-will have n dual parpose for
eeletrating. The pienic will be the culmina-
tion of an almost-yearlong celebration of
o misslon’s 100tk birchday.

Actually, the ccogregatioo was 100 years
old last Christmas Day. The annlversary
was oedebrated along with an even more
{nmous birthday with a Christmas Eve ser-
vice which kasted wstil after L

The present charch was built in 1107 and
former Bishop's Warden Bill 2itlhe noted
that the church receives a facelift just about
@very 50 years, The most recent facelift in
cluded carget and palnt (s the charch ltself
and a Jowered ceiling in the parish hall A
new boider and heating system went in at the
end of July of this year. Total cost of the
work wus almest 10 times the oot of the
first church, which was $876.24 back in 182
In 182, the rectary cost only 556811, church
recceds revealed

Allbough the Right Rev. JF.

Bishop of Oelorado, visited Alamosa and
beld services on various oceasiens, regular
services beghn on Dec. 25, 1881, when the
Rev. Mebvin Honeymaon, # descon, beld his
first Christmss service At the Decidental
Bading.

n conducted the church’s firnd
Bagtisen on Feb. 12, 1822, when he baptized
the infant Grace May King, danghter of C K.
and Carrie E King, During his tenure,
which eoded Dec. 20 1885, Homeyman
baplized 18 persons, mostly infants and
small children.

Honeyman was responsible for oom-
Nirmation traiming of eight adults, including
the Kings, who were confirmed by flishop
Spalding in March 1682

Draring the early days of the congregation,

10A

priests included Robert E. Pesdistcn, John
Withers Heal, W.C. Wise and J. Attwood
Startsfield. Tenure for priests then wasa't
loeg. The Rey. Robert Whiting, who died in
1976, seryed St Thomas' and the other
churches in the San Luis Valley for about 20
years. Hs widow, Florence, siill plays the
organ at the church almest every Sunday of
b year,

The currest vicar is the Rev. George
Lewis, who also is a speech peofesser at
Adors State Oollege, Trosically, Father
Lewis fsat the first George Lewis in the
lttle chusreh’s history. There was anothes
George Lewls, no relation 1o Fther Lewis,
who was & member in the 18005,

S1. Theenus” Charch was officially orgen-
Eved en Jan. 36, 802, under the signature of
13 “gentlemen,” receeds reveal, The name
was chosen becsuse Hooeyman had boes o
daimed to the dinconate on 51, Thanws' Duy,
Dec. 21, 1881,

Oddly enoagh, back i 1882, Chwarch and
State weren't totally separate. Om Oct 14,
1852, the Alamaosa town council donated the
mocth hall of Lots 17, 18 and 19 of Block 28 to
the Nedgling cozgregation with the condi
tion that & chuech be built within 18 months
from that date,

Soon afterward, Bishop Spakding sent $50
for the purchase of the south half of Lot 2,
making the dimensions of the property 73
feet Tronting on Stale Avenue, 100 feel onto

" Fourth Street.

During the six years that Honeyman's
successor the Rev. Amos Bannister wis the
church's priest, the church was endarged
and two more Jots were aoguired. Additions
were made (o the rectory,

~ The current parish hall was built im 1927

during the tenure of the Rev. J. Archibald
McNuity. It was used as a movie theater and
for church plays

S1. Thomas' Church, Alamosa. (Photo by Erin M. Smith)

When Suffragan Bishop Williasn Wolfrum
ml«taudlhe:hnrvhonmy 15, 1662, be
vommented, *'Blessings don't wear off, " bat
noted that it was geod to renew blessings for
u church which s a “‘sigupast to the Glory of
God,”

Bishop Wollrum 5331 et use of 1he
chured willl result in God's pleasure: “God

will bless it abundantly |

by kesping the
walls up and the reol on. "'

(The cuthor &3 San Luls Valley cor
rexpondent for the Puebdlo Chieftein and
much of the above material hus appeored In
articles writtes for thot paper. )

The Denver Post/ Wednesday, Sept. 19, 1984

Alamosa church damaged by fire

The Danver Post had been smoldering about three hours, lnghadbeeurlpped&oma attbe
Alamosa fire Lt Joe Boos said the front of the church,
A fire, believed to be the work of an  church has a double roof which beld in  lieve someone had been
arsonist, heavily damaged a 65-year-old the heat and made fire| difficult. Lewis called it “a wanmnlct.wnh
Church in downtown Alamo- The fire started in the altar area of 1o reason. We feel like we've been vio-
sa last weekend. 1 the nave, or sanctuary, burning a 3-feet lated."”
Carl Whiteside, y director of holemtheoamn;andad-fool-equare But he went abead with his sched-

nldthaagcntinvesugalmglbeﬂreal
St. Thomas Church believes
it was set by Local officials’
had asked the CBI to enter the case.
The fire was discovered by a city po-
liceman just before 4 a.m. Saturday,
and firemen worked until almost 7 a.m.
to extinguish it. Qfficials think the fire

area of the floor.
A 's chair, made of heavy oak
and valued at more than $1,000, was de-

stroyed, as were priests’ vestments,

choir robes and other items in the sa-

cristy, a room behind the altar,

The Rev. George Lewis, vtca:ofthe
mission church, said several
llemswereoutolplaceandtbemver-

uled sermon Sunday,
on for wgctha usmey mba’w%
which met in the adjacent

hall. He adjusted the sermon to

meocadou.sqymg.“Wecanmtal-

olusel“v:séohold ::oeand
revenge. That o‘;posedlow t Jesus
taught: We haven't got time for that.,
Woun’@h'ood,wemustgoon.“
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« Phota by Ern Smitn
Al Milsom of St. Thomas Episcopal checks where fire began
. 8moke, fire damaged vestments and other articles

Fire’ in Alamosa church

probably arson, CBI says

By ERIN SMITH
Chieftain Correspondent

ALAMOSA — An arsonist's
work early Saturday morning
caused extensive fire and smoke
damage to St, Thomas Episcopal
Church on Fourth Street.

Church members held services
in the adjacent parish hall on
Sunday morning because their
church was cordoned off by a
police barricade.

iMembers of the small parish
weren't allowed inside until Sun.
day afternoon, when a Colorado
Bureau of Investigation agent
findshed investigating the scene.

The Rev. George Lewis, the
missipn’s vicar, said officials
called him to the unlocked
church about 4 a.m, Saturday.

Firemen cut through the roof
— a relatively new one — to fight
the fire.

Lewis  said the CBI agent told
him the fire probably began
shortly. after midnight and pro-
bably was the work of an
arsonist.

‘Pages were torn from prayer
books, hymnals, the altar book
and sheet music to start the fire
on the antique bishop’s chair,
near the altar.

At first, Lewis said, it was

believed that someone had stolen
the bishop's chair, also referrred
to as a throne, Butl remnants, in-
cluding a lone spring, attested to
its destruction,

The chair was valued at more
than $1,000.

The fire was discovered by
Alamosa Police Patrolman Rick
Needham.

The fire burned through the
floor and went up through an in.
side wall between the altar and
sacristy and into the attic., It
burned through the wall and
destroyed choir robes, vestments
and destroyed other religious
articles.

Nothing was stolen, but there

was extensive damage to the Bi.

ble, hymnals and a pew. Smoke
damage also was extensive, |

Lewis said he said he couldn’t
estimate the monetary damage
to the building.

“It's like being violated," lhe
priest said, “It's an innocent
church that was open and
avallable to anyone — like an in4

‘nocent child that can’t protect

itseli."

Services will be held in the
parish hall until the church is
repaired. i
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The Chiattain, Pushie. Colo., Tusaday, Mevember 5. 1984

Arson-shocked Eplscopal congregatlon repanrs Alamosa church

By KRIN SHITH
A Caroipmdret

ALAMOSA <« My god.
mothes's cxf came 1o me enrly
sudny aflernoon this Sepl. 16

"Have yoz tward what l!uy Ve
dooe to sur chureh?™ 1
remember ber saying.

No. usdoctuzately 1 didat
know becitse | hada’s goae to
chureh that mosaing. Obvious-
I, Mary Sparruw Sadst either
Because shie wosld Aave notlced
ey abeence. I was 2 Seaday
I'd skipped 52 & last ditch offort
W gt roady fee my Irip W
!um- with my mother on
Sept. 1a.

“Somebody lorched our
choreh,” Mary comtinued. 1
tecame sick,

It was bad enomgh that so.
meoae had woken (nlo the
xacrisly 08 Lan occastons In
absut & yexr's time 3nd stolen
G cnmmunion wine and into
Fatber George Lawis' office i
e parkd Sall and stolen 3
trember of religlous Heme, bat
to torch & ehwroht

My fealings of anguish sad
lears were shared by other
members of sur Metle mbssion,
St Thomes Eplscopal Chereh
Bere In Alamesa,

Later 1 wenl douwn o the
charch b take pictures for The
Chisftain lnﬂ o talk o Father
George, "It"s like Being
viekated,” o sald geletly. “i's
An Jsaocent chureh thed was

opea and avallablo o anyurs, "

Uke 24 lnocent ehlld that
can't prefect itsalf ™

Aliheugh the ioteriar of the
chured was hadly smoke-
damaged 30d therw was severe
fire demsge to the ares west of
Be altar, the church would be
repalowd, mayto by Christmay

— wilh God's graes — Pather s

seM

Part of me wanted to canesl
my raved plass. 1 felt yuilty
aboat leavisg my friends, my
(Inechluuﬁ:r M sech o time. |
wasn't baplized wntd [ decamn
an adelt and N was In that
ohurch 1 was the second per-
wa (0 be baptied by Father
Gearge. who received the eall.
Ing Later 1s Ufe Lhan many men
of the cloth. | was cortirmed In
that church. Sueh eveals make
4 church “'sgecial” 0 un
adividsal,

Some croap had set firv bo osr
an:h and | was damn mad

church i not lhv
bulldiag; it's the people.'”
Fathor Gooegn and at sore
it doring oar ssar of (he
famaged bullduy,

Our Boautiful gem.bine choir
tobes hat toelted on thelr
Sargurs in the sscristy, dissoly.
g over the fokr usopensd jugs
of coremuston wiae 1'd km.uhl
fram Caldsenia follewing the
memerial serviee for my ows
ather this sammer, Amid that
rutblo was “my" swn persoaal

ntarior of 51 Thomas Episcopsl Church iy Alamess
. fax been matored faloweng 10 Ay met-Sepfantor
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Church hit by arson again

: By ERIN SMITH
Chieftain Correspondent

., ALAMDSA — Little S8t

Thomas Episcopal Church

Thursday afternoon was the vie-

tim pf its second erson within

less thap five months,

On Sept., 15, an unknown ar.
sonist set fire to the interior of
the church. The fire resulted in

usands of dollars in damage
and forced the small mission to
renovate the historic old church,

Between 3 and 3:30 p,m. Thurs.
day, the parish hall was set on
fire. The racent fire is believed to
have been the work of an arsonist
as well,

The Rev. George Lewis, vicar
of the missions of St. Thomays at
Alamosa and St, Stephen’s at

Monte Vista, left the parish hall

about 3 p.m. Thursday.

The hall had been unlocked
during the day and new locks had
been installed about noon.

Bishop's Warden Bill Zittle
said it's believed that either so-
meone broke into the church —
there were two other break.ins in

the past two weeks with one net.
ting the burglar all the wine kept
in the kitchen for dinners — or
was hiding in the parish when

Lewis Jeft for the afternoon.

The fire started in a closet bet.
ween the library and the parish
hall itself,

An untold amount of smoke
damage was incurred to the
church, and Zittle, who also is an
insurance agent, said the recent.
ly installed acoustical ceiling will
have to be replaced.

Little fire damage was incur-
red because, ironically, the old
roof vents were in working condi-
tion and the smoke poured out,
causing a passerby to report the
fire about 3:30 p.m.

“It's so hard to be a bishop’s
warden and not cuss right now,"’
Zittle said as he watched
Alamosa’s volunteer firemen ex.
tinguish the blaze about 4 p.m.
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Phato by Erin Soith

Firefighters work to extinguish a fire at St. Thomas Episcopal Church
< _ ., the fire broke out in the parish hall on Thursday

CBI agent sifts rubble of church fire

By ERIN SMITH
Chioftain Correspondent

ALAMOSA — Firemen return-
ed Friday morning to St. Thomas
Episcopal Church to extinguish
vestiges of a fire at the parish
hall.

Alamosa Assistant Fire Chief
Rick Johnson said firemen didn't
want to disturb the rubble until a
Colorado Bureau of Investigation
agent could be present to review

the work.

Smoke continued to pour out of
the building Friday morning, and
firemen returned to the scene at
10:13 a.m.'with a CBI agent to ex-
tinguish what remained of the
smoldering ruin in a closet east
of the library at the north end of
the parish hall. »

Johnson said the work took
three hours because of the need
to have the CBI agent look over

the rubble, Normally, ex-
tinguishing the fire would have
taken only five minutes, Johnson
added,

Later, bishop's warden Bill Zit.
tle reviewed the damage. Zittle,
an -insurance adjuster, sald,
““There was nothing there (in the
closet) that would start by
Itself."

Zittle said the fire had to be in.
tentionally set.

Reportedly, an accelerant was
used and a burn pattern was ob.
vious, but part of the floor was
removed during the
investigation.

The fire was started between 3
and 3:30 p.m. Thursday in 4-by-8
foot ,closet where Christmas
decorations — including a

number of antique decorations — °

costumes and a case of toilet
paper were stored.

Smoke damage was extensive
to the entire parish hall, Strue-
tural and water damage weren't
50 great,

Zittle said a dollar figure on the
damage could easily reach
$10,000. >

FOR ALAMOSA UPTOWN AND RIVER ASSOCIATION

MARK M. JONES ASSOCIATES, ARCHITECTS, LLC

91





